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R.  T.  PROBERT. 

E.  V.  JOHN. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEATH 


Public  Health  Department, 
NEATH. 

July,  1948. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting-  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947.  It  will 
probably  be  the  last  Annual  Report  of  a Medical  Officer  who  will  be  employed  by  you  as  a 
full-time  official. 

It  is  interesting-  to  note  that  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Borough  of 
Neath  was  appointed  in  1873 — over  seventy-five  years  ago.  He  was  Dr.  George  Ryding. 
He  was  responsible  only  for  the  environmental  health  of  the  Borough,  and  it  was  not 
until  1918 — 45  years  later — -that  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Medical 
Service  became  a part  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  duties.  Several  part-time  Medical  Officers 
followed  Dr.  Ryding,  but  it  was  not  until  1923,  with  the  amalgamation  of  Neath  and 
Briton  Ferry,  that  the  first  full-time  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  M.  Morris,  was  appointed. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  Health  Act  and  the  proposed  divisional 
administration  of  Part  III  of  the  Act,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  responsible 
only  for  the  environmental  health  of  the  Borough. 

The  question  naturally  arises  as  to  what  progress,  if  any,  has  been  made  during 
the  intervening  period?  Unfortunately  I am  unable  to  go  back  further  than  1923, because 
comparable  statistics  were  only  kept  following  the  appointment  of  a full-time  Medical 
Officer.  Even  so,  the  statistics  of  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  compared  with  to-day’s 
figures,  would,  I am  sure,  provide  present-day  Medical  Officers  with  many  an  anxious 
moment. 

In  the  past  we  have  always  regarded  the  infantile  mortality  rate  and  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  as  the  most  sensitive,  indices  of  progress  in  Social  Welfare  and  Public 
Health.  Thus,  if  we  compare  these  rates  for  1923  with  those  for  1947,  we  should  have 
some  idea  as  to  the  progress  made.  Let  the  figures  speak  for  themselves. 

Year  Birth  Rate  Maternal  Mortality 

(per  1,000  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  Rate  (per  1,000  live 

live  births)  (per  1,000  live  births)  and  Still-births) 

1923  21.6  7®-°  9-5 

1947  20.1  33-°  i-5 
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Again,  in  1923,  174  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  with  22  deaths;  while  in 
1947  only  16  cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths.  I feel,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  the  health  conditions  in  our  Borough  have  materially  improved 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years.  1 am  also  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the 
Report  for  1947  is,  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view,  the  best  that  has  ever  been 
placed  before  you.  The  birth-rate  at  20  per  thousand  of  population  was  the  highest  for 
twenty-five  years;  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  at  33  per  thousand  live  births  was  the  lowest 
ever  recorded,  as  also  was  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  at  1.5  per  thousand  live  and 
Still-births.  Since  the  scheme  for  Diphtheria  immunisation  was  started  in  1940,  the 
number  of  cases  notified  has  steadily  decreased,  and  there  has  been  only  one  death 
notified,  this  being  in  1945. 

On  the  whole  one  might  be  inclined  to  state  that  this  was  a satisfactory  state  of 
affairs,  but  until  that  irreducible  minimum  has  been  reached  one  cannot  afford  to  relax. 
The  squalor,  ill-health  and  unhappiness  which  is  directly  due  to  our  housing  problem  is 
one  with  which  all  of  us  are  deeply  concerned.  The  Housing  Committee  are  fully 
conscious  of  this,  and  are  doing  all  within  their  power  to  alleviate  it. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  need  for  playing  fields  and  open  spaces  is 
shortly  to  be  met,  but..I  would  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  provision  of  adequate 
swimming  facilities  in  the  Borough.  The  Pool,  which  is  now  being  used,  is  one  which 
has  always  to  be  kept  under  the  anxious  supervision  of  the  Health  Department. 
Furthermore,  having  regard  to  our  climate  and  the  size  of  our  Borough,  when  the  time 
does  arrive  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  a Swimming  Pool,  which  can  be 
used  all  the  year  round  ; in  other  words,  a covered-in  Pool,  with  adequate  arrangements 
for  heating  and  chlorinating  the  water. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  R.  STUBBINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Area  (in  acres) 


Including  foreshore  5,040 
Excluding  foreshore  4,502 


Rateable  Value 

Sum  produced  by  Penny  Rate  

Population — Registrar’s  figures  for  Mid-1947 


;£i7i»544 

/J654 

3I>5I° 
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BIRTH-RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS 
OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND 
CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


England  126  C.B.’s  148  Smaller  London 
and  and  Great  Towns, Res:  Adminis- 
Wales  Towns  inel : Pop.  25,000  trative  NEATH 
London  to  50.000  County 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 


Live  Births  

20.5 

23-3 

22.2 

22.7  20.05 

Still  Births  

0.50 

0.62 

o-54 

0-49 

0.53 

Deaths. 

All  causes  

12.0 

13.0 

1 1.9 

12.8 

12-5 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid — 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

o.or 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

0.09 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.06 

C erebro  spina!  fever  

Not  available 

0.00 

Cancer  

.1 

0.9 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  .. 

n 

y y 

O'' 

VC 

6 

(Non-Pulmonary)  .. 

». 

y y 

0.09) 

0.79 

Violence  

» 

0.09 

Rates  per  1,000  live  B 

irths 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age.. 

4r 

47 

36 

37  33-2  (i 

31.6) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2 years  ... 

00 

10 

8.0 

3*7 

4.8  3.1 

Rates  per 

1,000  total 

(live  and 

still)  births 

Maternal  Mortality 

No.  of  deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

0 

0.00 

Other  maternal  causes  

I 

I -54 
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PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE 


The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Administrative  Officer 
for  Public  Assistance  with  reference  to  the  Borough  of  Neath  : — 


Total  Number  of  Cases  during  year 

11.749 

Weekly  average 

of  cases  chargeable  ... 

225 

Total  amount  of 

relief  paid  

^15,600-18-7 

Average  weekly 

cost  

£3°° 

BIRTHS 

The  number  of  1: 

ive  births  registered  in 

the  Borough 

was  632,  made  up  of 

323  males  and  309  females,  giving  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

of  20.05. 

For  the  Administrative  County 

of  Glamorgan  this  was  : 

For  England  and  Wales  : 

Year 

Birthrate 

Year 

Birthrate 

!947 

20.0 

1935 

15-5 

^46 

19. 1 

1934 

15- 1 

1945 

16.0 

r933 

J3-5 

J944 

18.2 

1932 

16.0 

1943 

T4-5 

i93i 

14.1 

1942 

16. 1 

1930 

16.8 

1941 

13-9 

J929 

16.9 

1940 

T3-3 

1928 

16.7 

J939 

C3-9 

1927 

17.0 

1938 

14.9 

1926 

18.2 

1937 

14.7 

!923 

22.0 

1926 

I5-5 

ILLEGITIMATE 

BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as 

referring  to  residents 

of  the  Borough  was  12, 

showing  a decrease  of 

3 compared  with  1946,  and  giving 

a rate  of  18.8  per  total  live  births. 

The  numbers  of 

illegitimate  children  born  in  the  Borough  during  the  past 

nine  years  were  : — 

1939 

12 

1943 

17 

1940 

8 

1944 

15 

1941 

9 

1945 

27 

1942 

14 

1946 

22 

1947 

12 

Health  Visitors  have  special  instructions  with  regard  to  illegitimate  children, 
and  in  all  the  cases  they  have  reported  that  conditions  affecting  the  children  and 
their  homes  have  been  satisfactory. 
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STILL-BIRTHS 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  was  t 7,  giving  a rate  of  26  per  1,000 
ii\e  and  still-births,  and  0.53  per  1,000  civilian  population. 

DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  of  all  ages,  was  395 
males  216,  females  I79-  1 his  gives  a death-rate  ol  12. 5»  and  ma\  be  compared 

with  previous  years  in  the  following  table  : — 

1946  1945  1944  1943  r942  I94I  I94°  J939  J938  J937 

12.8  12.6  12.2  12.4  11. 9 14.7  '3-7  12-6  I2-°  12-7 

The  Ward  distribution  of  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 

North  Ward:  124.  - South  Ward:  125.  Briton  Ferry  Ward:  146 

The  table  on  Page  io  gives  a classification  of  the  causes  ol  deaths  as 
recorded  by  the  Registrar-General.  Age  groups  are  given  below  : — 


Under  1 year 

20 

40-45  years 

IO 

1-  5 years 

6 

45-50  years 

14 

5-10  years 

...  1 

50-55  years 

22 

10-15  years 

...  2 

55-60  years 

29 

15-20  years 

3 

60-70  years 

80 

20-25  years 

5 

70-80  years 

I 19 

25"3°  years 

9 

80-90  years 

51 

30-35  years 

13 

Over  90  years  ... 

4 

CANCER 

DEATHS 

9 

12 

I 


Females 

2 

3 

5 
/ 
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Fiftv-five  out  of  the  fifty-eight  cases  were  in  persons  over  the  age  ol  lortv-five 
\ ears.  Lord  Horder,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  dealing  with  Cancer  Research, 
lias  adopted  an  optimistic  note  in  his  latest  Report.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  ere 
long  this  problem,  which  has  evaded  the  best  brains  in  the  country,  will  be  solved. 

The  age  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 

W Males 

35-45  years  ' 

45-55  years  8 

55-60  years 
60-70  years 
70-80  years 
80-90  years 

DEATHS  BY  VIOLENCE 

The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  violence  was  7.  The  following  I able  gives 
me  causes  of  deaths  and  ages  : 

Age  of 

Cause  of  Death  Males 

Bicycle  Accidents  ...  •••  *4 

MotorAccidents:  • •••  55  & 79 

Fall  48 

Accident  at  Reform  School  ...  ...  S3 


Age  of 
Females 

79 

80 


T otal 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Figures  given  by  Registrar=GeneraI 

Males  Females  Total 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

o 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

o 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

o 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

o 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

o 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  resp : system 

9 

13 

22 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

0 

2 

Influenza  ...  ...  . , . 

I 

2 

3 

Measles,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polio  enceph 

I 

1 

2 

Ac:  Inf: enceph: 

o 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  buc  : cav  : and  oesoph  (M)  Uterus  (F) 

5 

2 

7 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

8 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

o 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

22 

J3 

35 

Diabetes 

I 

2 

3 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

22 

18 

40 

Heart  Disease 

58 

57 

“5 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

21 

9 

3° 

Pneumonia 

8 

6 

Other  resp:  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

0 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

2 

0 

2 

Appendicitis 

0 

2 

2 

Other  digve.  diseases 

4 

1 

5 

Niphritis 

9 

5 

14 

Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

1 

Premature  births 

5 

0 

a 

8 

Con  : mal  : birth  inj : infant  diseases 

5 

1 

6 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  causes 

21 

25 

46 

Total 

216 

J79 

395 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1947 


DISTRICT 

Estimated 

Population 

1947 

BIR 

Number 
0 f 

Births 

THS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

DEA 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

THS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

INFANT  M 
Deaths 
under 
1 year 

ORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

Administrative  County 

712070 

14803 

1 

| 20.8 

93 12 

13-1 

752 

51 

Urban  Districts 

520900 

1 1093 

1 2I-3 

7107 

13.6 

585 

53 

Rural  Districts 

191 170 

37IQ 

1 i9-4 

2205 

"•5 

167 

45 

England  and  Wales. . . 

— 

— 

| 20.5 
I 

— 

12.0 

41 

Urban  Districts 

Aberdare 

39780 

721 

1 

18. 1 

627 

15.8 

45 

62 

Barry 

38480 

895 

23-3 

482 

12.5 

43 

48 

Bridgend 

12710 

263 

1 20.7 

M3 

1 1-3 

IO 

38 

Caerphilly 

32260 

793 

1 24.6 

431 

i3-4 

55 

69 

Cowbridge  ... 

1290 

9 

7.0 

16 

12.4 

— 

00 

Gelligaer 

35810 

820 

1 22.9 

437 

12.2 

53 

65 

Glyncorrwg  ... 

8770 

215 

24-5 

U1 

14.9 

12 

56 

Llwchwr 

25680 

476 

1 18.5 

279 

IO.9 

17 

36 

Maesteg 

22800 

529 

1 23.2 

31 2 

J3-7 

32 

60 

Mountain  Ash 

3 080 

654 

20.8 

468 

14.9 

48 

73 

33 

Neath 

31510 

632 

| 20.1 

305 

12.5 

21 

Ogmore  and  Garw  ... 

23000 

362 

i5-7 

307 

i3-3 

22 

61 

Penarth 

17230 

377 

21.9 

224 

13.0 

16 

42 

Pontypridd  ... 

38800 

853 

22.0 

53° 

i3-7 

48 

56 

Porthcawl 

8640 

169 

19.6 

J45 

16.8 

7 

4i 

Port  Talbot  ... 

40820 

9°5 

22.2 

512 

12.5 

36 

40 

Rhondda 

1 1 1 840 

2310 

1 20.7 
I 

1668 

14.9 

120 

52 

Rural  Districts 

l 

1 

Cardiff 

36770 

582 

1 US-8 

39° 

10.6 

19 

33 

Cowbridge  ... 

13  no 

367 

28.0 

MS 

1 1. 1 

l7 

46 

Gower 

I0Q20 

2 16 

19.8 

i33 

12.2 

7 

32 

Llantrisant  ... 

23670 

561 

I 23.7 

278 

11.7 

22 

39 

Neath 

40300 

800 

19.8 

472 

11.7 

37 

46 

Penybont 

33290 

627 

I 18.8 

361 

10.8 

4° 

64 

Pontardawe  ... 

331  IO 

557 

| 16.8 

426 

1 J2-9 

25 

45 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
GLAMORGAN  COUNTY  HALL,  CARDIFF. 
May,  19^8 
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INFANT  DEATHS— CAUSE  AND  AGE 


Cause 

Premature  Births  ... 

Pneumonia 

Gastro-Enteritis 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

Heart 

Measles 

Intestinal  Obstruction 
Intercranial  Haemorrhage  ... 

Total 


Under 
one  month 
M.  F. 

6 2 

— i 


Over  i mth.  and 
under  i year 
M.  F. 


Total 
M.  F. 


12 


Total 

M.&F. 


3 

2 

2 


2 


I 

I 

I 
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PREMATURE  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1947: 

(i)  who  were  born  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

(ii)  In  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  those  born  at  home  who  were 

(i)  Nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  Who  survived  at  end  of  1 month  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  those  born  in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home 

(i)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Who  survived  at  end  of  one  month  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  33  per  thousand  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  51  per  thousand  live  births  for  the  administrative 
County  of  Glamorgan. 

The  most  common  cause  of  infantile  death  was  prematurity,  and  although 
our  knowledge  of  the  causes  for  premature  birth  is  at  the  present  incomplete,  we 
nevertheless  believe  that  inherited  factors  play  an  important  part.  It  is  very  easy 
to  state  that  pneumonia,  gastro-enteritis  and  measles  are  diseases  which  could  be 
prevented,  but  with  the  housing  conditions  as  they  are  at  present,  we  are  fortunate 
that  the  numbers  are  so  few. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  was  no  death  from  birth  injury, 
which  says  a great  deal  for  the  obstetric  care  and  skill  of  the  practitioners  and 
midwives  in  the  Borough. 

Comparative  figures  of  Infant  Deaths  for  previous  years: 

1946  1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935 

20  22  18  30  29  35  27  17  28  27  34 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  material  submitted  by  the 
liealth  Department  of  the  Corporation  is  carried  out  by  the  Cardiff  and  County 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff.  The  numbers  of  specimen  submitted  during 
i he  year  were  : — 

Swabs  to  be  examined  for  the  presence  of  Diphtheria  bacilli  ...  54 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  the  analyst  is  Mr.  Rhys  P.  Charles,  M.D., 
I'.L.C.,  of  Bournemouth,  to  whom  all  material  for  analysis  is  sent. 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea,  for  the 
Zondek  Aschiem  test. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

On  the  1st  April,  1947,  the  Ambulance  Services  were  transferred  to  the 
Health  Department  from  the  Borough  Police. 

In  order  to  maintain  a twenty-four  hour  service  for  the  Borough,  three 
whole-time  ambulance  drivers  and  a Supervisor  were  appointed. 

During  the  nine  months  ending  31st  December,  1947,  92  accident  cases, 
712  treatment  cases  and  504  private  cases  were  carried  by  the  ambulances.  The 
total  mileage  involved  was  6,869,  using  669  gallons  of  petrol. 

This  service  will,  on  July  5th,  1948,  be  transferred  to  the  County  Council 
under  the  National  Health  Act.  The  County  Council  propose  to  make  Neath  a 
central  station,  to  cover  the  areas  of  Port  Talbot,  Glyncorrwg,  Neath  Borough  and 
Neath  Rural  District. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  Queen’s  Nursing  Association  and  the  Briton  Ferry  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, in  Neath  and  Briton  Ferry  respectively,  maintain  a high  standard  of  general 
and  maternity  nursing  in  the  Borough.  For  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  the  Health 
visitors  are  available  for  help  and  advice.  Although  there  is  no  definite 
co-ordination  between  the  Nursing  Associations  and  the  Council,  the  latter  recognise 
the  value  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  bv  their  administration  of  the  John  Taylor 
Charity  Fund.  The  amount  received  by  the  Neath  Nursing  Association  from  this 
land  during  the  year  was  £22-1 3-4CI. , and  the  Briton  Ferry  Nursing  Association 
^7i-6-8d. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintain  six 
qualified  midwives  for  maternity  work  only. 
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HOSPITALS 


Tonna  Isolation  Hospital : 

This  is  a hospital  under  a Joint  Board  of  the  Neath  Borough  and  Neath 
Rural  District  Authorities.  It  has  54  beds  and  under  normal  conditions  provides 
ample  accommodation  for  the  area.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  from  the 
Borough  for  the  year  1947  is  as  enumerated  below  : — 


Disease 

Diphtheria 


Number  of 
cases 
admitted 
16 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Observation  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Smallpox  Hospital : 

Smallpox  cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  Fedw-Hir  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Aberdare,  Neath  being  one  of  the  Joint  Authorities  which  belong  to  the  Fedw-Hir 
Hospital  Scheme.  No  occasion  arose  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  Smallpox  during 
the  year.  The  proportion  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  Hospital  paid  by  the 
Borough  of  Neath  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947,  was  ^i65-i8-3d. 


West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital : 

This  Hospital  at  Penrhiewtyn,  Neath,  is  a fully  equipped  General  Hospital 
of  350  beds,  of  which  64  are  reserved  for  maternity  cases.  The  Hospital  admits  all 
cases  requiring  hospital  treatment,  excepting  infectious  diseases.  It  has  become  an 
important  centre  for  obstetrics  and  last  year  nearly  1,200  births  were  notified  to 
me  from  it. 

For  some  time  it  had  been  realised  that  the  present  system  of  booking  beds 
at  the  above  Hospital  had  not  been  equitable.  Unless  a patient  reserved  a bed  as 
early  as  the  second  month  of  pregnancy  there  was  little  likelihood  of  her  being 
confined  at  the  Hospital.  Many  mothers  living  in  unsatisfactory  home  conditions 
were  thus  deprived  of  hospital  confinement.  Thus  a revision  of  the  procedure  for 
reserving  beds  became  necessary. 

A conference  was  held  at  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital  on  the  22nd 
October,  to  discuss  this  matter.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presided 
and  the  Medical  Superintendent,  with  the  Medical  Officers  ot  Health  of  Port 
Talbot,  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District,  Neath  Rural  District,  Pontardawe  Rural 
District  and  Gower  Rural  District  and  Neath  Borough  were  present. 
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It  was  decided:  (i)  That  beds  should  be  allocated  to  each  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority  on  the  basis  of  population.  (This  meant  that  Neath 
Borough  would  be  allocated  20  beds  per  month). 

(2)  The  responsibility  for  selecting-  the  patients  would  be  placed  on  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  each  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority. 

(3)  Beds  would  only  be  reserved  at  the  Hospital  on  production  of  a signed 
Certificate  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(4)  Each  patient  would  then  be  referred  back  to  attend  the  ante-natal  clinic 
of  the  respective  Authority. 

(5)  Any  beds  not  taken  up  by  the  allocation  were  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent. 

1 have  found  the  above  Scheme  to  work  out  quite  satisfactorily  in  Neath, 
although  at  times  I have  had  to  appeal  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  for  a few 
extra  beds. 

During  the  year,  1,171  births  were  notified  from  the  West  Glamorgan 
Hospital.  Of  these,  295  were  from  the  Borough  of  Neath,  and  876  from  outside 
areas. 


Highbury  Nursing  Home  : 

This  is  the  only  private  Nursing  Home  in  the  Borough.  It  has  12  beds  and 
during  the  year  admitted  42  maternity  "cases  from  the  Borough  and  81  from  outside 
areas. 


Sanatoria  : 

Cimla  Hospital,  which  is  a Tuberculosis  Hospital  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  is  within  the  Borough,  but  numbers  of 
residents  who  are  affected  with  Tuberculosis  are  also  sent  to  Graig-y-Nos,  Talgarth 
and  Sully  Hospitals,  according  to  where  accommodation  is  available. 

The  new'  Emergency  Hospital  at  Morriston  has  recently  allocated  a certain 
number  of  beds  for  Tubercular  patients,  and  cases  from  Neath  have  been  admitted 
to  this  hospital. 

Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital  : 

This  is  a voluntary  hospital  of  230  beds  and  admits  general,  medical  and 
surgical  cases,  but  does  not  cater  for  obstetric  cases. 

Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff  : 

This  is  the  recognised  orthopaedic  Hospital  for  this  area.  The  Child  Welfare 
Committee  has  an  arrangement  with  this  hospital  for  the  provision  of  operative 
treatment  and  surgical  appliances  for  children  under  5 years  of  age. 
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DISINFECTION 


During  the  year  disinfection  of  articles  of  clothing  and  infected  houses  in 
liie  Borough  was  carried  out  at  the  homes  of  infected  persons  by  means  of 
lormaldehyde  vapour. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  was  visited,  and  where  suitable,  disinfection 
was  carried  out.  All  blankets  and  clothing  which  had  been  in  close  contact  with 
:he  case  were  conveyed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfected  there  before  the 
patients  returned  home. 

DISINFESTATION 

This  was  carried  out  by  the  Thermatox  method.  (For  further  information 
see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child 
includes : — 


Welfare 


1.  Health  Visiting. 

2.  Infant  Consultations  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

3.  Ante-natal  Clinics  and  visiting. 

4.  Ultra-violet  Light  Therapy  for  infants  and  expectant  mothers. 

5.  Provision  of  dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  in  necessitous  cases. 

6.  Provision  of  milk  and  vitamin  products  for  mothers  and  children  under 
5 years. 

7.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics. 

In  addition,  orthopa;dic,  dental,  visual,  ear,  nose  and  throat  treatment  is 
given  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  County  Council  who,  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  became  responsible 
tor  the  treatment  of  school  children  were  desirous  of  using  our  clinics  as  treatment 
centres,  and  so  from  31st  March,  1945,  clinic  arrangements  for  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  were  arranged  as  follows  : — 


Antenatal  Clinics : — 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 


Thursdays  at  2.30  p.m. 


Dyfed  Road 

Hunter  Street  ...  Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

Dvfed  Road  Fridays  at  2.30  p.m. 

St.  Catherine’s  Parish  Hall,  Wednesdays  at  2.30 

Hunter  Street Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays  ...  10  a.m.  at  Dvfed  Road  Clinic 

All  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Hunter  Street  Clinic,  with  its  equipment,  was  the  property  ot  the  Neath 
Borough  Council,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  being  used  mainly  by  the  School 
Medical  Services,  it  became  under  the  new  Education  Act,  the  property  of  the 
County  Education  Committee.  Neath  Rorough  Maternity  and  C hild  Welfare  Com- 
mittee now  have  to  pay  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  for  the  use  of  Hunter  Street 
Clinic. 


Ultra-Violet  Light  Therapy: — 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  : — 


Tuberculosis  Clinic  : The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  hold  Clinics 
on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic:  This  is  maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County 

( ouncil,  and  is  held  at  Port  I'albot.  It  is  situated  near  Port  Talbot  Railway 
Station,  and  is  open  for  male  on  Mondays,  and  for  females  on  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

The  passing  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  lias  meant  a re-organisation  of  the 
staff  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors.  In  the  past  you  employed  four  Health 
Visitors,  who  devoted  half  their  time  to  school  work.  Under  the  new  Act  one 
Health  Visitor  has  been  transferred  to  the  County  Council  as  a full-time  school 
nurse,  leaving  three  Health  Visitors  to  work  the  Borough  full-time. 

The  birth  of  every  child  in  the  Borough  must  be  notified  to  me  within  thirty- 
■ix  hours  by'  a responsible  person  present  at  birth,  namely,  the  doctor  or  midwife. 
As  soon  as  possible  after  the  first  fortnight  the  child  is  visited  by  one  of  the  Health 
Visitors.  A note  is  made  of  the  home  conditions,  and  advice  given  to  the  mother 
as  to  feeding,  clothing  etc.,  of  the  child.  Further  visits  are  made  according  to  the 
progress  of  the  child. 

The  following  summary  provides  some  information  regarding  the  activities 
ol  the  health  visitors  during  the  year : — 

1.  Children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.872 

2.  Investigations  of  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  . ..  18 

3.  Children  1-5  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.448 

Each  Health  Visitor  is  also  engaged  at  minor  ailment  clinics  on  two 

mornings  in  each  week,  and  at  Child  Welfare  clinics  on  two  afternoons  in  each 
week.  Thus  they  come  into  contact  with  the  mothers  and  children  at  the  centres, 
and  become  aw'are  of  the  advice  w'hich  is  given  there  by  the  Medical  Officer.  They 
are  also  able  to  follow  up  this  advice  in  the  subsequent  visits  to  the  home. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION 


The  administration 

of  the  Child 

Life 

Protection  Clauses  under  Part  VII  of 

the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  continued  by  the  Council  during 

the  year,  being 

under  the  direction  of  the 

Senior  Health  V 

isitor,  acting  as  Child 

Life  Protection 

Visitor. 

MINOR 

AILMENTS 

Anaemia 

hi 

Diarrhoea 

73 

Alimentary 

25° 

Umbilical  Hernia 

47 

Asthma 

4 

Nose  and  Throat 

109 

Burns  and  Scalds 

•••  5 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

Bronchitis 

19 

Jaundice 

3 

Coughs 

231 

Rickets 

2 

Cellulitis 

9' 

Oxyurides 

5 

Congenital  Deformities 

17 

Injuries 

16 

Cleft  Palates 

2 

Phimosis 

3 2 

Ear  affections  ... 

61 

Nerve  and  Brain 

9 

Eye  affections  ... 

1 18 

Infectious  Diseases 

2 3 

Glands 

22 

Ringworm 

6 

Enuresis 

16 

Colds 

63 

Skins 

351 

Convulsions 

4 

Dental 

11 

Pinks  Disease  ... 

3 

Cases  referred  to  Inspector  Stephens,  N.S.P.C.C. 
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Attendances  at  Clinics 


Number  of  Children 

attending-  first  time  Total 


Under  1 
year. 

Over  1 and 
under  5 years 

attendances 
at  Clinics 

Dyfed  Road  ... 

2QI 

20 

3.546 

St.  Catherine’s  Hall  ... 

162 

9 

977 

Hunter  Street 

192 

17 

3,292 

• 

645 

46 

7,785 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

Two  sessions  per  week  are  devoted  to  the  supervision  of  expectant  mothers. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Senior  Nurse,  and  one  Health  Visitor  are  present 
at  each  session.  The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  at  the  clinics  is 
shown  in  the  following-  figures  : — 


Neath 

Briton  Ferry 

Cases  brought  forward  from  1946  ... 

64 

38 

New  cases  in  1947 

244 

64 

Carried  forward  to  1948 

156 

42 

Dental  Treatment : — Extractions  ...  ...  2 Dentures  r 


Ultra-violet  ray  therapy 

: Cases 

111  Attendances 

1,142 

Infra-red  ray  therapy  : 

Cases 

16  Attendances 

48 

Cases  treated  at  ante-m 

ital  clinics 

are  shown  below  : — 

Skin  affections  ... 

28 

Digestive  ailments 

45 

Abnormal  presentations 

30 

1 nsomnia  and  nervous  condition 

54 

Hyperpiesa 

26 

Influenza 

35 

Abnormal  bleeding 

20 

Pulmonary  conditions... 

15 

Albumenuria 

24 

Heart 

14 

Oedema 

28 

Varix 

41 

Severe  anajmia... 

32 

Zondek  Aschiem  tests... 

10 

Vomiting,  etc.  ... 

33 

Rh  Factor  tests 

1 2 

The  pupil  midwives  who  are  employed  at  Neath  Queen’s  Nursing  Association, 
and  Briton  Ferry  Nursing  Association,  attend  to  assist  at  the  Ante-Natal  clinics 
held  at  Dyfed  Road  and  Hunter  Street  Clinics. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


The  term  “ Maternal  Mortality  ” relates  to  the  deaths  of  mothers  from 
conditions  peculiar  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth,  and  is  expressed  as  a ratio  which 
the  number  bears  to  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  in  hospital. 

Deaths.  Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  i 

Mortality  rate  1.5 

VISUAL  DEFECTS 

Thirteen  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  examined  and  supplied  with 
spectacles. 

All  new  cases  of  visual  defects  are  now  referred  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  arranges  for  children  to  be  seen  by  one  of  his  Medical  Officers  at 
Hunter  Street  Clinic  for  a lee  of  2/-  per  case. 

OPERATIONS  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  TONSILS  8C  ADENOIDS 

Eight  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  operated  upon  for  the  removal  of 
tonsils  and  adenoids. 

PLASTIC  SURGERY 

One  case  was  referred  to  Morriston  Emergency  Hospital  for  repair  of 

Hare-lip. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  children  under  5 years  of  age  attended  at  these 
clinics  during  the  year,  with  a total  number  of  1,104  attendances. 

INFESTATION  BY  HEAD  LICE 

The  Health  Visitors  have  again  paid  particular  attention  to  this  part  of  their 
work,  and  all  cases  discovered  were  treated  with  Lethane  Hair  Oil  with  satisfactory 
1 esults. 

ORTHOPAEDICS 

Sixteen  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  examined  at  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council’s  orthopaedic  clinics,  and  appliances  were  supplied  to  children  when 
required. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases  Notified 

Total.  No. 

Cases 

Total 

Infectious  diseases 

of  cases 

Admitted 

No.  of 

notified 

to  Hosp. 

Deaths 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

5 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

LS 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

16 

16 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

33 

— 

Measles 

33i 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

— 

22 

Dystentery 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough:  15 

cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 

with  no  deaths. 

The  Ministry  are  at  present  conducting  field  trial 

s at  Leeds, 

Manchester  and 

London  w ith  a new  Vaccine.  The  results  are  so  promising  that  it  is  hoped  in  the 
near  future  to  produce  a prophylactic  agent  as  efficient  in  the  prevention  of 
Whooping  Cough  as  the  agent  we  are  now  using  for  the  prevention  of  Diphtheria. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  : Five  cases  of  Poleomyelitis  were  notified  during  the 
year.  The  five  cases  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  disease  was  endemic  throughout  the  country  during  the  late  Summer, 
and  caused  some  anxiety  because  of  its  early  appearance.  We  were  very'  fortunate 
in  Neath,  because  there  were  no  deaths,  and  only  two  out  of  the  five  suffered  from 
serious  paralysis.  Prior  to  1947  the  last  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1939, 
with  one  in  1938  and  one  in  1937. 

In  spite  of  complete  investigation,  the  source  of  infection  was  not  found. 
r|'he  cases  came  from  different  parts  of  the  Borough  and  there  did  not  appear  to  be 
any'  connection  between  the  separate  cases. 

Measles:  331  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  of  which 
were  treated  at  the  Tonna  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  two  deaths  from  this 
disease.  A sharp  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  during  June  and  July.  The  outbreak 
was  of  a fairly  severe  type,  with  complications,  involving  chiefly  the  Pulmonary  and 
Central  Nervous  System.  Many  people  are  too  prone  to  regard  this  infectious 
disease  as  a complaint  which  all  children  must  get  sooner  or  later,  and  look  upon  it 
with  complacency.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  in  order  to  avoid 
complications,  a doctor  should  be  called  in  immediately  and  the  child  kept  under 
his  care  for  the  duration  of  the  illness. 
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Cerebro=Spinal  Fever:  One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified,  with  no  death. 


Scarlet  Fever:  Forty-nine  cases  were  notified,  and  33  admitted  to  Tonna 
Isolation  Hospital.  If  adequate  nursing  and  isolation  facilities  were  available  at  the 
home,  no  objection  was  raised  to  allowing  the  cases  to  be  treated  at  their  own  homes 
by  their  own  doctors. 

Diphtheria  : Sixteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Tonna 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Scabies  : Three  hundred  and  eighty-one  attendances  were  made  by  patients 
referred  to  the  Scabies  clinics.  These  clinics  proved  to  be  a great  boon  to  those  who 
had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  contract  Scabies. 

Comparative  Table  of  Notifications 

148  Smaller 
126  County  Towns 

England  Boroughs  Resid : London 


and 

Wales 

and  great 
towns,  incl 
London 

Population 

25.000- 

50,000 

Adminis : 
County 

NEATH 

Typhoid  Fever 

O.OI 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.0 1 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

i-37 

i-54 

i-37 

1-3 1 

i-55 

Whooping  Cough 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

0.47 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

o-5 

Erysipelas 

0. 19 

0.2 1 

0. 18 

0.22 

0. 1 2 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9-41 

9- '3 

9-58 

5-29 

10.5 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

Q-31 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Puerperal  Fever  ) ...  1,21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ) ...  7.16  8-99  6.27  6.94 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


This  year  again  I have  to  report  a marked  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria — with  no  deaths.  It  is  significant  that  this  decline  is  coincidental  with 
the  widespread  adoption  of  artificial  immunisation  against  the  disease,  and  thus  it  is 
only  fair  to  assume  that  it  is  due  to  the  large  numbers  of  children  who  have  been 
immunised. 

In  July  a letter  was  received  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  advocating  a reinforcing  dose  at  the  age  of  4 to  5 years  and  again  at 
10  years,  in  order  to  maintain  a high  level  of  iimmunity  during  the  child’s  school  life. 

Thus  in  September  every  school  was  visited  and  a reinforcing  dose  of  i.c.c. 
of  T.A.F.  was  given  to  1,600  children  whose  parents  had  given  their  consent. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  at  the 
31st  December,  aged  1-15  years,  was  5.590. 


T94° 

1941 

1 94  2 

1 943 

1 944 
T945 

1946 

1947 


No.  of  cases 
notified 

98 

42 

64 

3° 

33 

31 

36 

16 


Number 

immunised 


These  figures  refer  to  cases  of  all  ages,  and  not  only  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  1-15  years. 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  the  full  course  up  to  31st  December,  1947  : 


Under 

year  1 yr.  2 

yrs. 

3 ys. 

4 yrs.  5-9  yrs. 

Total  under 
10.14  yrs.  15  yrs. 

25  35° 

292 

4T9 

432  2,082 

0 

00 

5.590 

Age  at 
date  of 

No.  of 
cases 

Notifications 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  child  has 

No.  of 

Deaths 

No.  of 
cases 

Notification 

Notified 

completed  course 

deaths 

immunised 

Under  1 year... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 years 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

4 years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  years 

7 

3 

— 

— 

10-14  years 

5 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

*3 

7 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Figures  are  given  below  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  during  the  year: — 


Age  Periods 

0- i  year  ... 

1- 5  years  

5-10  years 

10-15  years 
15-20  years 
20-25  years 
-5-35  years 
35-45  years 
45-55  years 
55-65  years 
65  and  upwards  ... 
otal 


Notification  of  New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 
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Number  of  cases  per  1,000  population  notified  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

31st 

December,  1939 

4.5 

3-6 

8.1 

31st  December  1946 

10.7 

3-6 

14-3 

Notifications  and  deaths  for  the  past  25  years 

I923 

48 

1 1 

40 

6 

1924 

40 

18 

3i 

6 

[925 

37 

18 

29 

2 

1926 

43 

16 

33 

5 

1927 

44 

r9 

33 

2 

GO 

42 

31 

23 

6 

T929 

55 

25 

27 

4 

J93° 

81 

39 

33 

3 

J931 

108 

23 

28 

5 

1932 

77 

22 

• 

32 

4 

T933 

44 

18 

29 

4 

1934 

81 

33 

24 

.3 

T935 

43 

13 

26 

4 

1936 

30 

1 1 

27 

1 

I937 

41 

12 

20 

6 

I938 

37 

8 

23 

3 

J939 

40 

9 

27 

4 

1940 

42 

10 

27 

6 

3041 

44 

12 

31 

1 

1942 

75 

' 18 

16 

2 

1943 

64 

16 

33 

0 

1944 

43 

15 

26 

9 

1945 

69 

18 

22 

5 

1946 

39 

1 1 

22 

3 

T947 

42 

10 

22 

3 

24 


HOUSING 


At  the  present  time  the  Housing  shortage  is  still,  and  will  for  many  years, 
he  the  most  urgent  problem  that  the  Borough  Council  has  to  contend  with. 


During  the  year,  88  traditional  type  houses,  and  io  permanent  prefabricated 
1 ouses  were  completed.  The  Housing  Committee  are  doing  their  utmost  to  alleviate 
the  position,  but  they  are  being  held  up  by  scarcity  of  labour  and  shortage  of 
materials. 


There  are  1,900  families  still  on  the  waiting  list,  and  as  a rough  estimate  I 
would  say  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  these  applicants  are  in  urgent  need  of 
alternative  accommodation.  Most  of  them  are  living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
and  what  is  worse,  there  is  little  hope  for  the  majority,  that  these  conditions  can 
be  alleviated  in  the  near  future. 


It  is  obvious  that  the  insanitary  and  overcrowded  condition  under  which  these 
people  live  must  have  a detrimental  effect  on  their  mental  as  well  as  their  physical 
health.  Members  of  the  House-letting  Sub-Committee,  and  indeed,  all  the  members 
of  the  Housing  Committee,  are  only  too  familiar  with  the  complaints  and  quarrels 
which  arise  when  two  or  more  women  use  the  same  kitchen  ; or  when  the  children 
of  the  sub-tenant,  in  their  exuberance,  make  a noise  which  irritates  the  tenants,  who 
may  be  an  old  couple  of  advancing  years.  These  are  small  matters  to  those  of  us 
who  are  lucky  enough  to  be  living  in  comfort,  but  they  can,  and  do,  causea  a great 
deal  of  unpleasantness  and  unhappiness. 


I note  with  pleasure  that  the  local  Executive  Committee  have  planned  for 
new  Nursery  Schools  in  the  Borough.  May  1 make  a further  plea  that,  if  it  is 
possible — and  if  the  accommodation  is  available — children  under  five  should  be 
admitted  to  the  Infant  Schools.  1 make  this,  not  from  any  educational  standpoint, 
but  in  order  that  these  children  could  be  removed  for  a few  hours  each  day  from 
me  overcrowded  and  unpleasant  conditions. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  MEN  SUFFERING  FROM 
TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1942-1947, 
WITH  REFERENCE  TO  OCCUPATIONS  STATED 
ON  NOTIFICATION 


OCCUPATIONS 

10-15  | 
years 

1 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

Ages 

35-50 

50  and 
over 

Total 

Timvorkers  and 

\ 

Steelworkers 

4 

I 

4 1 

14 

3 

26 

Miscellaneous 

Factory  Workers 

1 

I 

3 1 

I 

6 

Electricians, 

Artisans,  etc. 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Labourers 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Mineworkers 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Railway  Workers 

I 

2 

4 

3 

10 

Building  Trades 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Painting  & Decorating 

I 

1 

2 

Apprentices 

3 

3 

Oil  Refinery  Workers 

I 

1 

2 

H.M.  Forces 

2 

9 

7 

3 

1 

2 2 

Professional 

I 

I 

2 

4 

Students 

6 

2 

2 

10 

Catering  and  Food 

T rades 

2 

I 

I 

1 

1 

6 

Transport 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Clerical 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

Shop  Assistants 

Various  Light 

5 

Occupations 

I 

I 

2 

5 

8 

17 

Occupations 

not  stated 

2 

3 

5 

10 

TOTALS 

6 

24 

20 

33 

44 

29 

1 L5d 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  WOMEN  & GIRLS  SUFFERING 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1942-1947, 
WITH  REFERENCE  TO  OCCUPATIONS 

i 


OCCUPATIONS 

15-20 

20-25 

I 25-35 

A 

jes 

35-50 

| 50  and 
over 

Housewives 

I 

5 

1 30 

29 

1 

8 

I 

73 

Factory  Workers 

14 

14 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

30 

Tailoring  and 

1 

Dressmaking 

2 

I 

| 

3 

Teaching 

I 

1 

I 

3 

Shop  Assistants 

0 

0 

3 

1 3 

I 

1 

1 

I 

10 

Catering  Trades 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

3 

Clerical 

I 

2 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Nursing 

I 

3 

1 

1 

1 

I 

4 

H.M.  Forces 

I 

3 

1 

x 

1 

I 

6 

Transport 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Hairdressing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No  occupation  or 

I 

I 

Assisting  at  Home 

6 

3 

I 

• t 

3 

1 1 

I 

r4 

TOTALS 

30 

33 

4i 

! 

1 

1 

38 

1 10 

1 

r52 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  for  the  Borough  comes  from  the  (moll,  Briton  Ferry  and 
Ystradfellte  Waterworks.  From  the  two  former  the  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated, 
and  from  the  latter,  chlorinated  only.  'Continuous  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year  from  the  three  sources  of  supply  before  and  after  treatment.  Monthly  samples 
are  taken  as  a routine  measure  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
houses,  schools,  hospitals,  factories  and  public  houses 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

From  springs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

From  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Excepting  a 

few  farms  and  bungalows 

in  the 

outlying  areas,  which  are 

on  a 

private  supply,  all 

the  houses,  shops,  etc.,  are  connected  to  the  Borough  su 

pply. 

RAINFALL 

Gnoll 

Cimla 

Cefn  Cwrt 

Inches 

Inches 

Inches 

January 

4- Cl 

4.20 

3-46 

February 

0.62 

0.78 

o-93 

March 

8.09 

8.65 

9. 18 

April 

3-89 

3-b9 

3- 12 

May 

2.71 

2.67 

3-  x3 

June 

2.58 

2-57 

2.52 

July 

4-53 

4.60 

4-56 

August 

0.98 

o-93 

0.87 

September 

2.98 

3.12 

2.94 

October 

i-7o 

1.56 

i-59 

November 

5-40 

5-33 

5-32 

December 

5-x9 

5-39 

5.20 

42.80 

43-49 

42.82 

Curtailment  of  Supply 

North  and  South  Wards  : Supply  curtailed 

to 

to 

hours  from  March  1st  to 

1 2 th 

Supply  curtailed 

to 

12 

hours 

Sept.  4th — Oct. 

22nd 

Supply  curtailed 

to 

9 

hours 

Oct.  23rd — Nov. 

10th 

Supply  curtailed 

to 

Cl 

hours 

Nov.  nth — Nov. 

20th 

Briton  Ferry  Ware 

: Supply  curtailed 

to 

12 

hours 

Oct.  1 8th — Oct. 

22nd 

Supply  curtailed 

to 

9 

hours 

Oct.  23rd — Nov. 

1 ith 

Supply  curtailed 

to 

12 

hours 

Nov.  12th — Nov. 

20th 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

REPORT 


NEATH, 

October,  1948. 

To  THE  MAYOR  AND  CORPORATION 

OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  NEATH. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a Report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  1947 : — - 

STAFF. 

Mr.  EVAN  THOMAS,  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  1/1/1921, 
and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  24/11/35. 

Certificated  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector. 

Mr.  E.  V.  JOHN,  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  20/5/1935.  Re- 
signed appointment  on  the  25/5/1947. 

Certificated  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector. 

Mr.  R.  T.  PROBERT,  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  1/3/1 93 ' E 
Certificated  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector. 

Mr.  T.  G.  HOPKINS,  appointed  Clerk  and  Student  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  the  5/4/1937.  H.M.  Forces  20/3/1941  to  30/6/1946.  Appointed 
Temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  1/2/1947. 

Certificated  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector. 

HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Among  the  Statutes  of  1947  are  five  of  major  importance  to  Local 
Authorities;  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  Parts  of  the  Agricultural 
Act,  Transport  Act,  Fire  Services  Act  and  the  Electricity  Act.  The  part  of 
the  Agricultural  Act  which  touches  the  functions  of  this  Council  is  “ pest 
control.”  It  was  again  not  possible  to  bring  into  operation  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  and,  therefore,  the  production  and 
distribution  of  milk  remained  the  duty  of  County  and  District  Councils. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  . ... 


1,406 


Number  of  visits  of  inspection  in  respect  of  the  same  ...  4,007 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Notices, 
including  91  which  were  in  course  of  compliance  at  the 
end  of  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  Notices  at  the  end  of  1946,  the 

time  given  having  not  expired  ...  ...  ...  84 


DEFECTS  FOUND  DURING  INSPECTION. 

Premises 

affected 

DRAINS:  Defective,  absence  of,  defectively  constructed, 

defective  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

WATER  CLOSETS:  Defective  fittings,  broken  and 

defective  pans,  structural  defects  and  dilapidations  of 
closet  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

WATER  SUPPLY  : No  supply,  defective  and  insufficient 

supply,  defective  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

PAVING  OF  YARD  AREAS:  Defective  yard  paving, 

defective  dish  to  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

GENERAL  HOUSE  REPAIRS:  Dampness,  defective 

roofs,  rainwater  troughings  and  downpipes,  defective 
internal  plastering,  walls,  woodwork,  light  and  venti- 
lation, defective  firegrates  and  chimneys,  absence  of  or 
defective  food  stores  and  coal  stores  ...  ...  513 

OTHER  NUISANCES:  Insanitary  stables,  pig  styes  and 

outbuildings,  accumulations  of  manure,  presence  of  rats 
and  mice,  smoke  nuisance  from  domestic  chimneys, 
house  and  trade  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

All  the  defects  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

During  the  year  ()43  complaints,  of  which  281  were  written,  were  made 
respect  of  various  nuisances. 

NEW  HOUSES 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  Prefabricated  dwellings  10 

Traditional  type  88 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  C 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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DISINFECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


After  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever-  ...  ...  ...  65 

After  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  6 

After  deaths  and  removals  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  13 

After  deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

After  deaths  from  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

89 


DISINFESTATIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Slum  Houses  during  Displacement 
Overcrowded  houses  during  de-crowding 
Council  Houses,  reported  infested 
Privately  owned  houses,  reported  infested 


0 

0 

0 

12 

12 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  t( 

Premises 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Other  premises  under  the  Act, 

(including  works  of  building  and  en- 
gineering construction,  but  not  in- 
cluding out- workers’  premises) 


> health  — - 

Inspections 

91 

72 


6 


Notices 

0 

2 


0 


169  2 


Defects  found:— 

Particulars 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Other  Offences 


Defects 


Remedied 


3 


o 


No  list  of  outworkers  was  received  during  the  year. 

It  was  anticipated  that,  owing  to  the  need  for  economy  in  use  of  public 
supplies  of  electricity,  there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  small 
petrol  engines  in  factory  premises.  No  such  new  installations  were  notified 
by  occupiers  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Applications  were  received  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  for  the 
re-reeristration  of  six  Common  Lodeing-  Houses,  all  of  which  were  situated 


in  the  old  Borough,  as  follows: — 

Name  of  Keeper 

Mrs.  Ann  Sandham  ...  1 

Mrs.  Agnes  Bevan  ...  5 

Mr.  Evan  Rosser  ...  68 

Mr.  E.  Powell  ...  16 

Mrs.  Ann  Sandham  ...  1 

Mr.  D.  J.  Thomas  ...  4 


Address  of  Regd.  No. 

Premises  of  Lodgers 

Cattle  Street,  Neath  ...  47 

Cattle  Street,  Neath  ...  18 

Water  Street,  Neath  ...  12 

Parade,  Neath  ...  ...  8 

Glamorgan  Street,  Neath  ...  16 


Commercial  Street,  Neath  45 

146 


The  total  number  of  lodgers  on  the  31st  December  was  107,  made  up 
of  96  males  and  11  females,  against  registered  accommodation  for  146.  it 
has  been  possible  to  gradually  reduce  the  number  of  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  the  past  years,  but  in  the  absence  of  some  suitable  accommodation, 
progress  is  essentially  slow.  The  six  , premises  were  re-registered  but  in  the 
case  of  5,  Cattle  Street  it  was  conditional  so  that  the  eight  lodgers  there  be 
given,  adequate  time  to  obtain  other  lodgings. 

The  premises  are,  generally,  in  a fairly  good  condition  and  have  been 
improved  during  the  year.  Defects  and  disrepair  were  mentioned  to  the 
Keepers  and  in  two  instances  it  was  necessary  to  serve  written  Notices. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 


During  the  year  144  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
nalyst  for  analysis.  Of  these  108  were  taken  formally  and  3b  informally. 


Formal. 

Informal 

Milk 

...  54 

Baking  Powder 

3 

Vinegar 

...  12 

Black  Pepper 

2 

Soft  Drinks 

...  6 

Dried  Mint 

1 

Butter 

...  7 

Powdered  Gelatine 

1 

Margarine  (Special) 

7 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

...  7 

Pearl  Barley 

2 

Cheese  ... 

3 

Ground  Cinnamon  ... 

1 

Jam 

5 

Semolina 

1 

Marmalade 

...  1 

Salad  Cream  ...  ' ... 

1 

Lemon  Cheese 

...  1 

Bun  Flour 

1 

Honey 

...  1 

Junket  Powder 

2 

Sultanas 

...  3 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

3 

Raisins 

...  1 

Mustard  Compound 

Dried  Machine-Skimmed  Milk 

1 

108 

Lemon  Flavoured  Beverage 

Powder  ... 

1 

Self  Raising  Flower 

1 

Cocoa 

2 

Mixed  Spices 

1 

Coffee 

2 

Total:  144 

Fish  Paste  ... 

4 

Pudding  Mixture  ... 

2 

Dried  Mashed  Potato 

i 

36 


Ratio  of  Samples  to  Population : — 

Per  1,000 
Population 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.7 

Other  Samples  ...  ...  ...  2.8 

All  Samples 


4.5 


ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 


es  No. 

Article 

Nature  of 

Adulteration 

Observations 

14 

Milk 

2.0% 

Extraneous 

Water. 

Vendor  warned 

23 

Milk- 

10.0% 

Deficient 

in 

Fat 

Vendor  fined 

30/-  & Costs 

40 

Milk 

16.6% 

Deficient 

in 

Fat 

Vendor  fined 

- 

£2  & Costs 

49 

Milk 

3.0% 

Deficient 

in 

Fat 

Vendor  warned 

52 

Milk 

2.3% 

Deficient 

in 

Fat 

Vendor  warned 

104 

Vinegar 

2.2% 

Deficient 

in 

Acetic  Acid. 

Vendor  warned 

106 

Vinegar 

2.0% 

Deficient 

in 

Acetic  Acid. 

Vendor  warned 

o 


Included  in  the  milk  samples  were  three  obtained  in  course  of  delivery, 
supplied  to  the  County  Council  on  contract,  for  the  Schools.  These  were 
examined  for  adulteration  and  supplied  in  equal  proportion  by  two  Contrac- 
tors. It  will  be  observed  that  five  milk  samples  were  adulterated,  one  as 
containing  2.0  per  cent.  Extraneous  Water  and  four  as  being  deficient  in  fat 
to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.,  3.0  per  cent.,  10  per  cent,  and  16.6  per  cent. 
In  the  cases  of  10  per  cent,  and  16.6  per  cent  deficiency,  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  vendors.  The  milks,  generally,  were  satisfactory,  and  of 
average  composition. 

There  were  no  requests  to  sample  “ in  course  of  delivery  ” or  an 
“appeal  to  the  cow”  received  during  the  year.  No  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  analysis  during  the  first  quarter.  The  taking  of  the  samples 
under  the  extreme  weather  conditions  experienced  would  be  unfair  to  the 
producers,  having  regard  to  the  feeding  position  and  the  uncertain  age  of  the 
milk  delivered  to  the  consumer.  However,  the  registered  retailers  of  the 
Borough  performed  a grand  job  of  work,  failing  to  deliver  on  one  day  only. 

Two  of  the  Vinegar  samples  were  deficient  in  Acetic  acid  to  the  extent 
of  2.2  per  cent,  and  2.0  per  cent,  respectively,  and  the  deficiency  being  slight, 
proceedings  were  not  taken.  The  vendor  in  each  case  was  “ warned  ” and 
advised  to  return  the  remainder  of  the  stock  to  the  Manufacturer  for  re- 
constituting. It  was  again  pointed  out  to  the  Food  Executive  Officer  that 
varying  amounts  were  being  charged  for  similar  products  and  that  it  was  time 
to  control  the  price  of  Vinegar. 

The  samples  of  Pearl  Barley  and  Semolina  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  active  Meal  Mites.  The  remainder  of  the  consignments  were  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of  as  animal  food,  by  arrangement  with  the  local 
Food  Office.  It  amounted  to  50  lbs.  Pearl  Barley  and  7 lbs.  Semolina., 
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All  samples  of  other  foods  complied  with  the  standards  set  out  in  the 
\ arious  Orders  and  Regulations.  The  Indicator  which  is  added  to  Standard 
Margarine  was  absent  from  the  samples  of  Special  Margarine  examined.  The 
Soft  Drinks  sampled  contained  the  Minimum  quantities  of  Citric  Acid,  Sugar 
and  Saccharin,  and  the  service  charges  still  vary  at  different  establishments. 


In  accordance  with  practice,  the  Local  Food  Office  was  informed  of  all 
purchases,  together  with  the  prices  paid,  and  the  special  form  of  receipt  used 
in  respect  of  rationed  commodities.  The  one-third  part  of  all  food  samples 
were  sent  to  the  Cimla  Tuberculosis  Hospital  and  were  gratefully  ack- 
nowledged by  the  Matron. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  samples  purchased,  the  number 
adulterated  and  the  number  in  which  proceedings  were  taken  in  1947 : — 


Samples 

Milk 

Other  Foods 


Number  Number  Percentage  Cases — 

taken  adulterated  adulterated  proceedings 

54  5 9.25  2 

90  2 2.22  0 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN 
FOOD)  REGULATIONS. 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  samples  of  Foods  analysed  by  him 
during  the  year  to  be  free  from  preservative,  prohibited  colouring  matter  or 
deleterious  material. 


REGISTERED  BUTTER  FACTORIES 
Date  of  Situation  of  Occupier 

Registration  Factory 

26th  January,  1937.  15 A Orchard  Street,  Neath.  W.  Elliott. 

This  factory  was  inactive  throughout  the  year.  The  premises  of  \Y.  F. 
Chappell,  at  Quay  Road,  and  that  of  W.  Wood,  at  Queen  Street  Back  Road, 
are  now  used  for  purpose  other  than  those  for  which  they  were  registered. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM. 

There  is  no  manufacture  of  Artificial  Cream  for  sale  carried  on  in  tin* 
Borough,  such  an  article  being  sold  only  in  unopened  receptacles,  as  received 
from  the  manufacturers.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain,  but  its  use  in  bakehouses 
in  the  making  of  flour  confectionery  is  very  much  on  the  increase. 

CONDENSED  AND  DRIED  MILK  REGULATIONS 

During  routine  inspection  of  condensed  and  dried  milk  stocks,  no  case 
of  incorrect  labelling  was  observed. 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  various  “ Orders  ’’  in  connection 
with  it  are  almost  all  in  suspension.  Those  which  may  be  enforced  are, 
generally,  well  observed,  e.g.,  the  national  products.  We  are  mostly  depen- 
dent upon  home  and  empire  produce  and  what  is  obtainable  from  foreign 
countries,  chiefly  the  U.S.A.  and  South  American  States,  is  welcome. 


MILK  “SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS.’’ 


The  following  Licences  for  the  retail  of  Graded  Milks  within  the 
Borough  were  in  operation  during  the  year: — 


Name 

Briton  Ferry  & 
Neath  Co- 
operative 
Society,  Ltd. 
Do. 

Cambrian  United 
Dairies,  Ltd. 
Do. 

G.  J.  Edwards, 
Do. 


Address 

123,  Neath  Road, 
Briton  Ferry. 


Designation 

Pasteurised. 


Do. 

Hafod, 

Swansea. 

Do. 

26,  Winifred  Rd., 
Skewen. 

Do. 


T.T.  Milk 
Pasteurised 

T.T.  Milk 
Pasteurised 

T.T.  Milk 


Licence 

Establishment 


Establishment 

Supplementary 

Supplementary 

Supplementary 

Supplementary 


Practically  every  retailer  in  the  Borough  sells  heat-treated  milk  at 
some  period  of  the  year,  which  is  obtained  from  factories,  and  is  necessary 
to  fulfd  the  ration  requirements  of  his  customers.  It  is  not  sold  as  such  and, 
therefore,  a licence  is  not  necessary. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  number  of  producers  registered  in  the  Borough  is  reduced  to  15, 
with  an  average  of  300  cows  in  milk,  as  follows: — 

Producer-Retailers,  retailing  their  produce  within  the  Borough  ...  8 

Producer-Wholesalers,  producing  for  factories  outside  the  Borough  7 
In  1938  there  were  21  producers  of  milk  for  sale,  6 have  since  gone  out 
of  business,  the  pastures  having  been  taken  over  as  building  land  in  5 cases, 
and  the  remaining  one  uses  up  the  whole  production  to  feed  the  inmates  of 
its  Institution. 

The  premises  w’ere  periodically  inspected  during  the  year  as  to  their 
cleanliness  and  structural  condition.  It  was  not  possible  to  do  much  struc- 
tural alterations  other  than  general  maintenance.  The  question  of  an 
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adequate  water  supply  is  a pressing  one  at  several  of  these  dairy  farms  but 
it  is  hoped  that  provisional  financial  aid  and  the  release  of  material  will 
correct  this  in  the  near  future. 

I have  to  report  that  the  “zoning”  of  milk  distribution  in  the  Borough 
which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  December,  1942,  was  continued  throughout 
1947.  The  number  of  distributors  in  the  scheme  was  40,  as  under:— 


(a)  Producer-retailers  resident  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Producer-retailers  resident  in  the  Rural  Area  ...  13 

(c)  Retailers  (only)  resident  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  16 

(d)  Retailers  (only)  resident  outside  the  Borough  ...  5 


40 


The  number  of  retailers  in  1939  was  102.  The  reduction  is  due  to  many 
retailers  being  absorbed  and  to  several  producer-retailers  being  converted 
into  suppliers  onl\r  by  the  multiple  or  factory  milk  firms.  19  retail  heat- 
treated  milk  only  and  practically  all  the  others  sell  some  quantity  of  it,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  75  per  cent,  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  has  been 
so  treated. 


INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE. 

The  State  Veterinary  Service  came  into  operation  in  April,  1938,  and 
the  routine  inspection  of  dairy  cattle  has  since  been  its  responsibility.  It  is 
the  practice  of  the  Department  to  notify  all  cases  of  advanced  Tuberculosis 
discovered  during  meat  inspection  at  the  Slaughterhouse  and  during  1947, 
105  notifications  were  forwarded  to  the  Divisional  Officer  for  investigation. 

Swine  Fever  was  reported  from  a local  piggery,  the  Notification  being 
withdrawn  later. 

Fowl  Pest  was  notified  as  having  occurred  at  a local  domestic  fowl- 
house,  the  infection  being  the  result  of  the  purchase  of  three  pullets  from 
Chelmsford.  In  all,  17  chickens  were  killed  and  destroyed,  and  the  premises 
disinfected  and  cleansed  in  accordance  with  instructions. 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

23  samples  of  bulk  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory for  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  each  gave  a negative  result. 
These  were  collected  from  producers  who  retail  within  the  Borough  and  were 
made  up  of  21  routine  and  2 special  samples.  In  addition,  a large  number 
of  samples  of  milk  were  examined  by  Officers  of  the  State  Veterinary  Service. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

During  the  year  122  samples  of  Milk  were  collected  and  submitted 
lor  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  as  under: — 

Description  Number  Number  Number  Un- 

Submitted  Satisfactory  satisfactory 


Ungraded 

...  35 

17 

18 

Pasteurised 

59 

50 

9 

Pasteurised 

(School  Contract)  25 

23 

2 

Sterilised 

...  2 

1 

1 

T.T.  Milk 

...  1 

0 

1 

122 

91 

31 

The  results  indicate 

the  percentage 

of  unsatisfactory 

samples  to  be  : — 

Ungraded 

...  51.4  per 

cent. 

Pasteurised 

...  13.0  per 

cent. 

Sterilised 

50.0  per 

cent. 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

...  100.0  per 

cent. 

Total  - 

- All  Milks  - 

25.4  per  cent. 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  shows  an 

increase  as  com- 

with  1946,  and  the 

following  Table  gives  the  results  over  the  years 

1 936 : — 

Period 

Samples 

Number 

Percentage 

Examined 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1936-1940 

385 

94 

24.4 

1940 

89 

18 

20  2 

1941 

104 

38 

36.5 

1942 

107 

39 

36.4 

1943 

113 

37 

32.7 

1944 

111 

29 

26.1 

1945 

97 

30 

30.9 

1946 

110 

27 

24.5 

1947 

122 

31 

25.4 

It  will  be  observed  that  31  samples  of  the  122  submitted  for  examina- 
tion, or  25.4  per  cent.,  were  certified  as  being  unsatisfactory.  These  were 
sub-standard  as  to  Bacillus  Coli  and  Bacterial  Count— a condition  which 
reduces  the  Keeping  Quality  of  milk.  All  the  heat-treated  milk  samples 
were  returned  as  having  been  properly  pasteurised  and  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  slightly  below  the  Keeping  Quality  test  or  immediately  above 
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the  limited  bacterial  count.  The  year  1947  was  a remarkable  one  in  many 
respects,  for  during  the  first  quarter  the  most  severe  weather  in  living 
memory  was  experienced,  whereas  the  third  quarter  gave  a heat  wave.  An 
analysis  of  the  quarterly  returns  shows — First  and  Fourth  Quarters,  of  03 
submitted,  5 only  were  unsatisfactory:  Second  Quarter  9 of  20,  and  Third 

Quarter  17  of  33.  This  last  period  affected  our  returns  greatly,  when  tem- 
peratures of  water  were  above  cooling  point  and  mean  atmospheric  tem- 
peratures between  65  and  75  degrees,  coupled  with  dried-up  surface  streams, 
the  only  supply  available  to  most  dairy  farms.  However,  the  public  assisted 
in  taking  adequate  precautions  at  home  and  complaints  of  soured  milk  were 
insignificant.  A great  deal  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  defective  and  in- 
sufficient water  supply  and  to  the  shortage  of  equipment.  These  may  be 
corrected  in  the  near  future,  having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Water 
Act,  1945,  and  the  improved  supp’y  of  materials.  It  is  still  anticipated  that 
Neath  Borough  may  be  selected  as  an  area  for  restricted  sales  of  milk,  i.e.. 
Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited  and/or  heat-treated,  when  the  Milk  Act,  1944, 
will  be  put  into  operation  in  1949. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

75  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  . 
72  for  bacteriological  and  3 for  chemical  examinations.  Of  these,  70  were 
from  various  town  supplies  and  5 from  the  Gnoll  Swimming  Pool.  The 
Town  Supply  wras  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  sample  which  wa- 
due  to  local  contamination  and  was  immediately  righted  by  cleansing  and 
Hushing.  All  the  town  supplies  are  from  three  sources,  viz.,  Briton  Ferry, 
Gnoll  and  Ystradfellte  reservoirs,  the  last-mentioned  being  purchased.  The 
first  two  supplies  are  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  the  Ystradfellte  one  chlori- 
nated only.  The  fresh  water  supply  at  the  Briton  Ferry  Dock  is  from  the 
town  mains.  It  was  decided  to  close  the  Gnoll  Swimming  Pool  on  the  18th 
August,  successive  samples  of  the  water  being  unsatisfactory. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  control  of  fat-stock  and  meat  supply  commenced  in  January,  1940, 
continued  throughout  the  year.  Neath  Mart  is  the  collecting  centre  for 
livestock,  the  Neath  Public  Slaughterhouse  is  centralised  for  the  Borough 
and  Rural  districts  and,  in  addition,  for  other  areas,  known  as  “ export.” 

The  duties  of  Meat  Inspection  are  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  In- 
spectors, who  arc  certified  Meat  Inspectors.  Slaughtering  was  carried  on 
continuously  and  complete  inspection  maintained  irrespective  of  evening, 
Saturday  afternoon  or  Sunday  work.  The  requisite  records  were  kept  oi 
animals  slaughtered,  carcases  and  offal  condemned  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  s 
instructions  strictly  obeyed. 
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In  consequence  of  control,  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  only  was  in  use, 
the  Co-operative  Society’s  Licensed  private  one  at  Kennel  Row,  Briton  Ferry, 
which  is  the  reserve  premises,  was  not  utilised.  The  management  is  by  an 
official  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  All  animals  are  slaughtered  by  humane 
methods- — Captive  Bolt  Pistols  and  Electric  Stunners  being  used.  There  are 
20  licensed  Slaughtermen,  13  of  whom  were  employed  full-time  at  the 
Slaughterhouse. 

The  number  of  animals 

slaughtered  during  1947  was  as  follows : — 

Cattle 

(excluding  Cows)  Cows 

1,761  2,963 

Calves 

31,909 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

16,073 

Pigs 

63 

Total 

52,769 

There  was  a decrease  in  Cows,  Sheep  and  Pigs  and  an  increase  in 
Cattle  and  Calves  comparing  1947  with  1946,  and  this  was  general  and  ex- 
pected having  regard  to  sheep  losses  in  the  first  quarter,  the  shortage  of  pig 
food  and  the  reduced  meat  ration. 

The  undermentioned  carcases  and  offal 
unsound  and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  th 

were  found  to  be 
e food  of  man : — 

diseased  or 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

Carcases  complete 

...  327 

26 

264 

2 

Forequarters 

...  42 

0 

0 

0 

Hindquarters 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Heads  (only) 

39 

0 

0 

0 

Tongues  (only) 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Heads  and  Tongues 

...  519 

27 

268 

4 

Livers 

...  2,454 

2,825 

337 

8 

Part  Livers 

...  389 

0 

0 

0 

Hearts 

...  386 

0 

0 

0 

Tails 

...  329 

0 

0 

0 

Thick  Skirts 

...  456 

0 

0 

0 

Lungs 

...  2,303 

1,053 

207 

6 

Melts 

576 

0 

0 

0 

Plucks 

0 

41 

62 

2 

Udders 

...  1,951 

0 

0 

0 

Gut 

...  952 

31 

272 

2 

Tripe 

...  345 

0 

0 

0 

Parts  of  Carcases 

...  479  lbs 

95  lbs. 

0 lbs. 

0 lbs. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle  Sheep 


(excluding  Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

& Lambs  Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  1,761 

2,963 

31,909 

16,073  63 

52,769 

Number  inspected  1,761 

2,963 

31,909 

16,073  63 

52,769 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS: 

Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding  Cows) 

Cows  Calves 

& Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  2 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

160 

252 

26 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned  409 

1,548 

505 

2,871 

8 

Percentage  of  number  affec- 

ted with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  ...  23.3 

57.6 

2.3 

17.1 

14.2 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding  Cows) 

Cows  Calves 

& Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned  4 

161 

12 

0 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  281 
Percentage  of  No.  ins- 

785 

21 

0 

9 

pected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  ...  16.1 

31.9 

.10 

0 

6.3 

In  addition,  2,873  lbs.  of  Imported  Beef,  31  lbs.  of  Imported  Mutton, 
1,174  lbs.  of  Corned  Beef  and  94  lbs.  of  Corned  Mutton  were  condemned  for 
unsoundness  at  the  Distributing  Centre.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  imported  meat  allocated  so  as  to  make  up  the  shortage  and  this  is 
reflected  in  the  increase  of  the  amount  of  same  which  was  condemned  after 
examination. 

It  will  be  observed  that  327  carcases,  42  forequarters  and  7 hind- 
quarters of  Beef,  264  carcases  of  Veal,  26  carcases  of  Mutton,  2 carcases  of 
Pork  and  a large  quantity  of  offal  were  condemned  during  the  year.  Of  the 
cattle  slaughtered,  62  per  cent,  were  Cows,  as  compared  with  71  for  194b, 
53  in  1945  and  2 per  cent,  in  1939.  This  is  an  improvement  in  quality  jand 
may  it  continue,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  1946  was  set  aside  for 
cleaning-up  unthrifty  herds  throughout  the  country. 

The  attention  of  the  State  Veterinary  Service  was  called  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  bovine  livers  and  lungs  found  to  be  infected  with  Hydatid 
Cysts,  especially  in  young  cattle,  and  this  points  to  the  obvious  need  of 
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worming  farm  dogs,  generally.  I have  also  taken  local  action  in  the  advice 
t f treating  dogs  after  cases  discovered  at  the  slaughterhouse,  with  some 
success,  judging  from  subsequent  examination  of  cattle  from  the  same 
premises. 

In  addition  to  the  63  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse, 
115  carcases  for  self-consumers  were  examined,  including  those  killed  at  home 
and  in  this  connection,  one  tubercular  bacon  pig  carcase  was  condemned 
and  surrendered. 

Four  cases  were  reported  to  the  Police  for  investigation  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  One  was  in  connection 
with  a Casualty  Cow  brought  into  the  Slaughterhouse,  the  carcase  and  offal 
of  which  were  extensively  affected  with  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  being 
fevered,  Emaciated  and  the  Udder  a solid  mass  of  Tubercular  deposit.  Pro- 
ceedings were  taken  against  the  owner,  a dairy  farmer  in  the  Rural  area  and 
part-retailer  in  the  Borough,  for  harbouring  the  animal  on  his  premises  and 
for  failing  to  notify  a suspected  animal  to  the  Police  and/or  to  the  State 
Veterinary  Service.  I gave  evidence  in  the  case  and  the  Defendant  was 
fined  £10/0/0  and.  Costs,  and  a letter  of  appreciation  was  received  from  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Committee  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  In  the 
lemaining  three  cases,  investigations  by  the  Police  are  proceeding. 

ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  DURING  PERIOD  1940-1947. 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1947  was  as  follows: — 


1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945 

1946. 

1947. 

Cattle 

2,053 

1,354 

1,007 

1,591 

1,450 

1,641 

1,667 

1,761 

Cows 

690 

759 

624 

619 

923 

1,849 

4,179 

2,963 

Calves 

...  1,334 

1,789 

2,473 

2,884 

6,297 

13,361 

31,212  31,909 

Sheep 

27,911 

23,535 

20,833 

22,758  22,829 

19,491 

21,988 

16,073 

Pigs 

3,037 

1,030 

672 

632 

230 

427 

405 

63 

35,025 

28,467  25,609 

28,484  31,729  36,769  59,451 

52,769 

WHOLE 

CARCASES  CONDEMNED 

DURING  PERIOD  1940-1947. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

Cattle 

8 

14 

19 

18 

36 

8 

9 

6 

Cows 

29 

29 

27 

37 

69 

270 

624 

321 

Calves 

6 

9 

7 

9 

13 

50 

222 

264 

Sheep 

24 

27 

12 

19 

15 

48 

26 

26 

Pigs 

9 

4 

3 

4 

6 

3 

4 

2 

.76 

83 

68 

87 

139 

379 

885 

619 
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MEAT  REGULATIONS 

The  Regulations,  having  regard  to  restricted  supplies  of  overalls, 
packing  paper  and  other  essentials,  were  fairly  well  observed.  Attention  was 
called,  on  several  occasions,  to  the  improper  handling  of  meat  and  the  condi- 
tion of  carriers  and  vehicles  used  in  delivery  and  transport. 


BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

There  are  48  premises  used  as  butcher  shops — 35  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough  and  13  as  stalls  in  the  covered  Market — and  with  the  exception  of 
the  Co-operative  Society,  Messrs.  H.  Woodley  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  J.  H.  Dew- 
hurst,  Ltd.,  are  family  businesses.  It  was  ascertained  that  115  persons  were 
engaged  in  this  section  of  the  meat  industry,  made  up  of  58  family  members, 
33  men,  11  women  and  13  boys,  as  employees.  With  the  exception  of  one 
small  business,  all  have  installed  refrigerators  and  a number  are  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  smalls.  On  the  whole  the  premises  and  equipment  are 
kept  clean  but  several  of  the  shops  need  enlarging  and  some  of  the  equipment 
should  be  renewed.  It  was  necessary  to  call  attention  to  sanitary  defects  and 
unhygienic  conditions  on  several  premises,  particularly  drainage,  limewashing 
and  methods  of  storing  bones  and  refuse  prior  to  collection. 


OTHER  PREMISES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  SOLD,  STORED  OR 
PREPARED  FOR  SALE. 

1.  BAKEHOUSES: 

There  were  22  bakehouses  in  use  during  the  year,  two  premises  were 
discontinued,  one  remained  vacant  and  five  changes  in  occupier  observed. 
Practically  all  the  bakehouses  are  family  businesses  employing  60  men,  10 
boys  and  20  women  and  girls,  and,  in  addition,  14  boys  and  12  girls  on  delivery 
vans.  They  do  not  cater  for  the  whole  of  the  population  as  regular  deliveries 
arc  made  into  shops  by  several  outside  firms.  A number  are  considering 
extending  and  altering  their  premises,  whilst  others  are  in  course  of  doing  so, 
and  six,  in  particular,  require  considerable  alteration  to  satisfy  requirements 
by  separating  the  bakehouse  proper  from  the  stores. 

One  important  change  is  being  considered  by  the  trade,  that  of  heating 
ovens  by  gas  instead  of  coke,  which  should  materially  assist  cleanliness. 

The  general  condition  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory  with  a few 
exceptions,  and  Verbal  Notices  were  given  and  complied  with.  No  serious 
complaints  were  received  of  infestations  peculiar  to  bakehouses.  All  the 
premises  were  connected  to  the  town’s  water  mains,  the  supply  was  main- 
tained as  sufficient  and  wholesome,  and  samples  were  examined  from  all 
sections  throughout  the  Borough. 
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AERATED  WATER  WORKS: 
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The  four  Aerated  Water  Works  or  factories  were  in  full  employ  in  the 
preparation  of  Soft  Drinks,  Vinegar  and  Gravy  Browning.  The  Soft  Drinks 
Order,  1947,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  February,  1948,  continues  the 
control  of  manufacture  and  bottling  of  the  product,  no  acid  content  is 
prescribed,  but  a minimum  sugar-content  and  a maximum  saccharin-content 
are  now  laid  down.  It  is  regretted  that  it  is  not  now  a requirement  that  soft 
drinks  shall  be  sold  under  particular  descriptions,  neither  are  there  labelling 
provisions.  These  factories  are  situated  in  the  three  Wards  and  all  are  on 
the  Town  water  supplies.  The  premises  were  kept  satisfactorily  and  the 
equipment  in  a cleanly  state. 

3.  ICE-CREAM  SHOPS. 

The  Ice-Cream  Regulations,  1947,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May, 
1947.  They,  broadly,  require  that  the  ingredients  of  Ice-cream  shall  be  heat- 
treated  after  being  mixed  and  that  the  mixture  shall  be  cooled  and  then  frozen 
and  maintained  at  a low  temperature  on  sale.  There  is  provision  for  a “ com- 
plete cold-mix”  which  refers  to  a product  capable  of  being  manufactured  by 
the  addition  of  wholesome  water  only,  being  in  this  respect  analogous  to  dried 
or  evaporated  milk.  Ice-cream  will  comprise  three  categories  (a)  pre-packed, 
the  produce  of  national  distributors  (b)  locally  manufactured  hot-mix  and 
(c)  likewise,  cold-mix.  There  are  registered  in  the  Borough  37  premises  for 
the  sale  of  Ice-cream,  18  of  whom  manufacture  and  retail  and  19  retailers 
only.  The  provision  of  apparatus  and  proper  premises  will  take  some  time 
having  regard  to  the  shortage  of  material,  and  this  is  recognised  in  the 
Regulations.  All  the  premises  have  been  visited  and  every  assistance  will  be 
given  in  acquiring  apparatus  and  necessary  structural  alterations.  Particular 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  medical  history  of  all  food  handlers,  including 
the  handling  of  Ice-cream.  A provisional  standard  has  been  agreed  upon  in. 
the  examination  and  grading  of  Ice-cream  and  sampling  was  continued,  as  has 
been  the  practice  since  1936,  and  results  reported  from  time  to  time.  The 
results  for  the  year  are  given  below:— 


Number 
Submitted : 

30 


Number 
Grade  1. 
10 


Number 
Grade  2. 


2 


Number 
Grade  3. 

8 


Number 
Grade  4. 

10 


The  Provisional  Regulations  interpret  the  above  as: 


10  Satisfactory. 

2 Fairly  Satisfactory. 

8 Unsatisfactory. 

10  Very  Unsatisfactory. 
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It  has  to  be  recognised  that  the  methods  of  examination  are  experimental 
and  that  the  grading  is  provisional.  I am  informed  that  the  results,  generally, 
are  unsatisfactory  throughout  the  country,  and  that  the  methods  of  examina- 
tion are  not  universally  approved.  The  samples  were  all  collected  and  con- 
veyed to  the  Laboratory  in  an  iced-container,  in  accordance  with  instructions. 

A FISH  FRYING  BUSINESSES: 

Twenty-six  premises  were  in  use  for  the  sale  of  fried  fish  and  chipped 
potatoes,  an  increase  of  one  over  the  number  engaged  in  1946.  There  were 
no  complaints  as  to  unsoundness  of  the  food  and,  generally,  the  premises  were 
well  kept.  The  wrapping  was  limited,  paper  shortage  being  the  excuse  put 
forward,  an  advantage  in  one  respect  as  less  paper  was  thrown  on  the  high- 
ways. It  was  observed  that  there  was  a better  quality  of  crockery  and  cutlerv 
in  use  at  those  establishments  with  eating  rooms.  Every  advantage  was 
taken  of  the  improved  supply  of  utensils  and  equipment  and  of  labour  and 
material,  and  thirteen  Notices  were  served,  particularly  as  to  re-decoration 
and  the  provision  of  storage  bins. 

5.  FISH  SHOPS  AND  HAWKERS: 

The  Fish  shops  were  regularly  visited  and  inspected  as  to  the  pre- 
cautions taken  against  contamination,  the  state  of  repair  and  the  disposal  of 
wastes.  Fish  was  retailed  from  eleven  premises,  on  seven  of  which  other 
commodities  were  sold,  the  remaining  four  selling  fish  exclusively.  Attention 
was  drawn  to  the  manner  in  which  fish  was  handled  by  customers  and  also 
to  the  handling  of  fish  and  other  foods  in  mixed  trades  without  regard  to  con- 
tamination. Notices  were  served  on  two  businesses  in  respect  of  defective 
sanitary  conveniences  and  the  absence  of  hot  and  cold  water  for  the  use  of 
assistants.  The  fish  hawkers  were  not  as  active  as  they  were  in  194(>;  the 
fish  sold  by  them  was  always  found  to  be  sound  and  there  were  no  complaint^ 
as  to  dumping  of  offal  in  unauthorised  places. 

€.  HOTELS,  RESTAURANTS  AND  CANTEENS: 

These  premises  were  periodically  visited  throughout  the  year,  and,  in 
addition,  a comprehensive  inspection  made.  Its  main  purpose  was  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cleanliness  of  the  personnel,  equipment  and  buildings,  health 
history  of  food  handlers  and  the  number  employed;  the  nature  of  the  trade 
and  equipment;  the  methods  of  disposal  of  waste  food,  and  as  to  whether 
Ice-cream  was  being  sold  for  consumption  off  the  premises. 

The  siting,  lay-out  and  working  arrangements  varied  considerably  and 
influenced  the  standard  of  cleanliness.  In  some  instances  the  buildings  were 
too  small,  allowing  little  room  for  the  placing  of  necessary  equipment  and 
for  the  preparation  and  serving  of  food.  It  was  necessary  to  call  attention 
to  the  need  for  improvement  and  alterations  were  in  progress  at  several  of 
the  premises. 
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Fifty  premises  were  inspected  and  comprised  tivo  hotels,  thirty-one 
restaurants  and  seventeen  canteens.  Canteens  are  now  well  established  and 
cover  most  of  the  large  industrial  and  transport  undertakings  in  the  area. 

The  number  of  persons  wholly  employed  was  321,  made  up  of  30  men, 
one  boy  and  290  women,  and  includes  45  members  engaged  in  family 
businesses.  Generally,  this  work  is  carried  out  by  female  labour,  the  males 
being  engaged  as  chefs,  counter-servers  and  cleaners. 

Disposal  of  waste  food  is  well  provided  for  and  the  “Orders”  relating 
to  the  boiling  of  Swill  observed.  Some  of  the  factories  use  up  all  their  kitchen 
waste  in  feeding  pigs  in  connection  with  their  “Pig  Club  Schemes”  and  all 
others  dispose  to  local  pig  keepers. 

Ice-cream  is  becoming  a prominent  food  product  for  sale  on  and  off 
many  of  these  premises,  and  consists  of  local  manufacture  and  that  of  the 
firms  who  manufacture  and  distribute  throughout  the  country. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  SHOPS,  STALLS  AND  STORES. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned: — 


784  lbs.  Bacon  and  Ham. 
162  lbs.  Sausages. 

170  lbs.  Imported  Meat. 
3,4354  lbs.  Fish. 

594  lbs.  Cheese. 

73  lbs.  Butter. 

198  Eggs  (Shell). 

54  lbs.  Pearl  Barley. 

7 lbs.  Semolina. 

112  lbs.  Sausage  Meal. 

74  lbs.  Vitacream. 

28  lbs.  Mock  Rice. 

284  lbs.  Pudding  Mixture. 
2,000  loaves  Bread. 

20  lbs.  Sweets. 


4 lbs.  Fudge. 

60  Crumpets. 

244  lbs.  Dried  Apricots. 
274  lbs.  Dried  Prunes. 
54|  lbs.  Dried  Peaches. 
320  Fresh  Peaches. 

188  lbs.  Flour. 

81  bottles  Pickles. 

60  lbs.  Frosted  Peas. 

20  lbs.  Mushrooms. 

17  boxes  Tomatoes. 

394  lbs.  Carrots. 

14  lbs.  Curry  Powder. 

34  lbs.  Tea. 

902  tins  Milk. 


1,535  tins  Assorted  Foods. 

The  Ministry  of  Food’s  instructions  as  to  salvage  of  condemned  food- 
stuffs were  strictly  observed  and  Certificates  were  issued  to  all  concerned. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  amount  condemned  bears  no  ratio  to  the  quantities 
examined.  The  exceptionally  hot  weather  experienced  had  its  effect  on  such 
as  fish,  sausage,  bacon,  cheese  and  butter.  The  cereals  referred  to  above 
were  found  to  be  heavily  infested  with  active  Meal  Mites  and  were  disposed 
ol  for  animal  feeding.  There  was  a satisfactory  understanding  with  the  local 
Food  Office  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  Borough  traders  honoured 
the  arrangement  made  some  years  ago,  of  notifying  any  damaged  or  otherwise 
unsound  foods,  as  received. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTION. 


1.  SHOPS’  ACTS: 

Attention  was  called  to  several  premises  having  insufficient  ventilation 
and  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  and  in  all  cases  the  Notices  were  com- 
plied with.  It  is  to  be  reported  that  progress  was  shown  in  decorating  and 
brightening  shops  generally.  I am  pleased  to  state  that  there  is  co-operation 
between  the  Shops’  Inspector  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  regard  to  their 
respective  duties  in  connection  with  the  Shops’  Acts. 

2 HAIRDRESSERS’  ESTABLISHMENTS: 

There  were  thirty-three  such  establishments  operating  in  the  Borough. 
Of  these,  15  were  for  gentlemen  only,  17  exclusively  for  ladies,  one  divided 
into  departments  for  gentlemen  and  ladies,  and  at  which  were  employed  a 
total  of  65  persons.  The  conduct  of  the  businesses  as  to  cleanliness,  disposal 
of  waste,  etc.,  was  generally  satisfactory,  but  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
Notices  in  respect  of  closet  accommodation,  insufficient  ventilation  and  ab- 
sence of  proper  storage  of  waste,  pending  removal.  I have  to  state  that 
decorating  is  in  progress  at  these  places. 

3.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

During  the  year  four  registered  premises  were  in  use,  three  by  Rag 
i nd  Bone  Dealers  and  one  for  Gut  Scraping,  these  being  situated  at  James 
Street,  The  Green,  and  Eastland  Road  Slaughterhouse.  All  the  premises 
were  maintained,  having  regard  to  the  offensive  nature  of  the  trades  carried 
on,  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

4 TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

No  complaints  were  received  of  illegal  occupation  of  any  such  struc- 
ture, with  the  exception  of  one  at  the  rear  of  Bridge  Street,  but  in  this  case, 
proof  of  occupation  was  not  clearly  established.  The  tents  and  vans  iscd  m 
connection  with  fairs  and  an  occasional  circus  can  be  occupied  as  moveable 
dwellings  within  a defined  space  and  limited  time  without  committ.i  g an 
offence  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  sanitarj 
conveniences  and  the  town  water  supply  are  available  during  their  stay  on 
the  fairfield. 

5.  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS. 

Three  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  a Certificate  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority  as  to  “ state  of  repair”  of  dwellinghouses  which  came 
within  the  Act,  and  all  were  granted. 
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G.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  OF  CINEMAS: 
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The  cinemas  were  several  times  inspected  and  a special  examination 
carried  out  in  July,  in  compliance  with  the  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  Home  Office  Order.  The  five  cinemas,  three  in  the  North  Ward 
and  two  in  the  Briton  Ferry  Ward,  were  well  patronised  and  the  Gnoll  Hall 
for  two  weeks  housed  Musical  Comedy.  The  total  seating  accommodation 
is  for  5,362  persons  and  it  is  surprising  that  there  is  not  a Cinema  in  the 
South  Ward.  A report  on  the  cinemas  was  submitted  to  the  Council  and 
Licensing  Committee  and  the  licences  were  renewed.  The  proposed  altera- 
tions to  the  Gnoll  Hall  and  the  transfer  to  the  Public  Hall  agreed  upon  in 
1941,  were  not  proceeded  with.  Attention  was  called  to  the  need  of  general 
re-decoration,  and  applications  were  submitted  for  licences  in  respect  of  same. 

Home  Office  Circular  264/47,  dated  16/12/47,  was  received,  directing 
attention  to  ceilings  in  places  of  entertainment.  This  matter  was  taken  up 
by  the  Town  Clerk  with  the  proprietors  of  such  places  and  replies  were 
received  to  the  effect  that  the  requirements  of  the  Circular  would  be  complied 
with. 

7.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  OF  SCHOOLS: 

The  responsibility  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  schools  now 
rests  with  the  County  Council.  The  milk  supply  to  all  the  schools  was 
pasteurised  and  distributed  by  three  contractors.  Sampling  was  continuous 
throughout  the  year,  25  being  collected  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  3 for  chemical  examination  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  the  results  in  respect  of  the  same  being  commented  upon  in  the 
Report.  The  Gnoll  Swimming  Pool  was  closed  to  school  bathers  in  the 
middle  of  August.  The  two  private  schools  used  for  commercial  training 
were  visited  and  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  milk  supply 
pasteurised.  All  schools  are  on  the  town  water  supplies. 

8.  LICENSED  PREMISES: 

An  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  licensed  premises  and  registered 
clubs  and  institutes  as  to  their  cleanliness  and  the  condition  and  adequacy 
of  their  sanitary  conveniences.  There  was  little  change  in  the  number  and 
management.  It  was  noted  that  satisfactory  progress  was  being  made  in 
internal  and  external  decoration,  and  as  a result  of  slight  relaxation  in  control 
of  material  and  labour,  the  more  extensive  works  on  sanitary  adjustments 
were  in  the  preparation  stage  at  several  of  the  public  houses  and  clubs. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  provision  of  separate  accommodation  for  females 
and  to  the  necessity  for  improved  facilities  for  the  washing  and  cleansing  of 
measures  and  glasses. 
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5.  RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATIONS: 

Rodent  control  was  continued  throughout'  the  year.  The  work  done 
was  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1919,  Order  of  1943,  and 
Circulars  N.S.  11  and  N.S.  12. 

Special  Schemes  were  operated  for  sewer  treatment  (N.S.  11)  and  for 
built-up  areas  (N.S.  12).  The  sewers  were  first  treated  in  1944  and  main- 
tenance treatments  continued  twice  yearly  for  1945,  1946  and  1947,  all  the 
manholes  being  baited,  and  the  consistent  action  taken  throughout  entitled 
the  Council  to  all  the  benefits  of  Grants  in  this  respect.  In  1947  the  per- 
centage of  baits  taken  in  sewers  was  30,  which  was  highly  satisfactory  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  during  the  initial  treatment  in  1944,  it  was  practically 
an  all-take  record.  A survey  of  the  area  was  made  under  Circular  N.S.  12, 
and  for  treatment  purposes  the  town  was  divided  into  15  districts.  Provision 
was  made  for  a free  treatment  of  all  dwellinghouses,  to  which  a Grant  of  60 
per  cent,  was  available  and  to  operate  to  the  31st  March,  1947,  but  in  the  case 
of  Neath,  was  extended  to  the  30th  September,  1947.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  year  we  reverted  to  charging  all  premises,  a Grant  being  made  towards 
sewer  treatment.  Rodent  control  was  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Food 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  the  1st  September,  1947.  Progress  Reports 
were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  regularly  and  included  statements 
on  financial  grants  and  treatment  of  Council  property,  business  premises, 
dwellinghouses  and  sewers.  The  methods  adopted  were  those  approved  by 
the  Ministries,  and  the  Rodent  Operative  appointed  in  1944,  gave  satisfactory 
service.  During  the  year,  1,039  dead  rats  and  94  dead  mice  were  recovered. 


10.  CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTING  OF  AIR  RAID  SHELTERS: 

Several  complaints  were  received  of  the  offensive  and  disgusting  con- 
dition of  some  of  the  Air  Raid  shelters.  It  was  found  that  the  locking  and 
securing  of  these  structures  had  but  little  effect,  as  not  only  were  the  locks 
taken  but  the  doors  with  them.  The  work  of  demolishing  communal  shelters 
was  proceeded  with  throughout  the  year  and  not  until  the  whole  is  completed 
will  these  nuisances  disappear. 

11.  PRIVATE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  BOROUGH, 
ENGINEER’S  DEPARTMENT: 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Owners,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Act : — 

Provision  of  new  Water  Service  at  52,  53,  54,  55  and  56,  Evans  Road, 
Neath. 

Repairs  to  dangerous  living  room  floor  at  43,  Morgans  Road,  Neath. 

Cleansing  of  Combined  Drain  at  54  and  55,  London  Road  and  72, 
Windsor  Road,  Neath. 
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HOUSING. 


0 


1.  HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION: 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of: — 

50,  Lowther  Street,  Briton  Ferry. 

60,  62,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68  and  70,  The  Square,  Briton  Ferry. 

65,  Water  Street,  Neath. 

4 and  5,  Arthur’s  Court,  Water  Street,  Neath. 

(b)  A Closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of: — 

43,  Villiers  Street,  Briton  Ferry. 

Action  was  taken  pre-war  in  connection  with  88  cases  of  Individual 
Unfit  Houses,  parts  of  houses  and  cellar  dwellings,  throughout  the  Borough, 
and  two  remain  occupied  by  two  families  of  5 and  6 persons,  respectively. 
Since  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  19  such  properties  have  been  dealt  with.  14 
Demolition  and  3 Closing  Orders  have  been  made  and  two  Undertakings  to 
render  habitable  accepted.  The  families  from  the  houses  subject  to  Orders 
were  transferred  to  Council  Houses  and  those  from  7 and  8 Herbert  Road 
were  temporarily  housed  in  Council  houses  so  that  the  Undertaking  could  be 
complied  with. 

One  dwellinghousc,  an  acquired  Council  property  was  closed  during 
the  year,  the  tenant  being  removed  to  a Council  house. 

2.  SLUM  CLEARANCE: 

The  original  programmes  comprised  36  area  of  354  houses  occupied 
by  1,661  persons,  and,  at  the  end  of  1939,  20  areas  had  been  cleared,  217  houses 
demolished,  7 houses  converted  into  works’  stores,  and  1,010  persons  dis- 
placed to  Council  houses.  Progress  has  been  made  in  1946  and  1947,  but 
there  are  still  16  areas  to  be  cleared,  130  houses  to  be  demolished,  102  of 
which  are  occupied  by  139  families  of  416  persons. 

SUMMARY  OF  PROGRESS,  UNDER  PROGRAMMES. 


Position  at  31st  December,  1947. 

A.  Clearance  Areas: 

Number  of  Houses  which  have  been  demolished  ...  ...  217 

Number  of  Persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,010 

B.  Other  Insanitary  Houses: 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  as  a result  of  for- 
mal procedure  under  Section  11  ...  ...  ...  46 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 
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2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  but  not  demolished  as 
a result  of  Undertakings  (which  have  not  yet  been  can- 
celled) by  Owners  under  Section  11,  not  to  use  the  houses 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

3.  Underground  rooms  and  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  12  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  43 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  made  fit  as  a result  of  formal 

Notices  under  Sections  2-12  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


In  addition,  the  Council  erected  50  houses  on  the  Cimla  Site  as  their 
first  Scheme  in  connection  with  de-crowding.  In  the  first  movement  during 
1938,  50  families  of  347  persons  were  properly  housed. 

OVERCROWDING,  1947. 

Particulars  of  Overcrowding : 

Table  1.  Overcrowding  Records: 

1936  1947 


Ward 

Families 

Persons 

Families 

Persons 

North 

186 

08 

352 

South 

142 

58 

329 

Briton  Ferry 

84 

29 

170 

Council  Houses 

25 

18 

123 

437 

2,553 

173 

974 

Table  2.  New  Cases  During  the  Year: 


Ward 

Families 

Persons 

North 

6 

31 

South 

7 

36 

Briton  Ferry 

2 

9 

15 

76 

Table  3.  Reasons  for  New  Cases  of 

Sub-tenants  taken  in  ... 
Natural  increases  in  families 
Married  children  taken  in  by 


Overcrowding : 

Families 

6 

4 

parents  ... 

5 

c 


Table  4.  De-crowded  families,  1947: 

Ward 

North 

South 

Briton  Ferry 


Families 

9 

0 

2 


11 


Persons 

59 
0 - 
12 


71 


Table  5.  Abatement  of  Overcrowding : 

Re-distribution  of  rooms  within  the  house 
Removal  to  other  houses  in  the  Borough 
Moved  to  other  houses  outside  the  Borough 
Moved  to  Dwryfelin  A.T.S.  Camp  ... 
Removal  of  sub-tenant 
Reduction  of  family 
Transferred  to  Council  property 


North  South  Briton  Ferry 


0 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
8 0 2 


9 0 2 


Table  6.  Position  of  Overcrowded  houses,  31st  December,  1947. 


Ward 

Houses 

Persons 

in  Families 

Persons 

Houses 

Overcrowded 

Involved 

North 

...  Ill 

461 

68 

352 

South 

...  94 

417 

58 

329 

Briton  Ferry 

...  45 

218 

29 

170 

Council  Houses 

...  26 

154 

18 

123 

276 

1,250 

173 

974 

When  deciding  as  to  whether  a house  is  overcrowded  or  not,  the 
standard  set  down  in  the  Housing  Act  must  be  applied.  No  two  persons 
over  ten  years  of  age  and  of  opposite  sex,  except  husband  and  wife,  can 
occupy  the  same  sleeping  room,  and  the  permitted  number  of  persons  living 
and  sleeping  in  the  house  is  not  to  exceed  the  number  which  is  the  smaller  of 
two  numbers  obtained  on  calculated  persons  per  room  and  persons  per  floor 
area,  in  accordance  with  the  tables.  A person  of  10  years  and  over  counts  as 
one  unit,  a child  from  1 to  10  years  as  half  a unit,  and  an  infant  under  one 
year  is  omitted.  Working  class  houses  in  the  Borough  are  those  of  a rateable 
value  not  exceeding  £13.  In  all  investigations  living  rooms  and  sleeping 
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rooms  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  present  situation  cannot  be  accepted 
as  a true  position  and  to  accurately  know  this,  a re-survey  on  the  same  lines 
as  that  in  1936  would  have  to  be  undertaken. 

OCCUPATION  OF  A.T.S.  HUTS,  AT  DWRYFELIN. 

In  the  1946  Annual  Report  it  was  mentioned  that  14  families  had  taken 
over  the  huts  vacated  by  the  A.T.S.  at  Dwryfelin  Road.  Complaints  were 
received  continuously  of  the  percolation  of  rainwater  and  serious  dampness, 
and  urgent  and  necessary  repairs  to  the  roofs  were  carried  out  by  the  Coun- 
cil. Most  of  the  year  was  taken  up  in  endeavouring  to  reach  a decision  as 
to  whether  they  should  be  managed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  occupa- 
tion regularised. 

TRESPASSERS  IN  CONDEMNED  HOUSES 

During  the  closing  months  of  the  year  was  witnessed  the  occupation 
of  condemned  houses  by  trespassers.  In  every  case  it  was  a forced  entry 
into  buildings  which  can  only  be  described  as  ‘‘  hovels.”  The  owners’  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  matter  and  their  responsibility  pointed  out,  but  the 
Council  did  not  authorise  the  institution  of  proceedings  against  the  offenders. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1947. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,406 
(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  4,007 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  13 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  452 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of  formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  0 


25 


c 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  531 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  3 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  276 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1,250 

(b)  1.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  76 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  71 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1.  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be: — 

(1)  Infested  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be: — 

(1)  Infested  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  12 


The  methods  available  for  fighting  the  bed-bug  are,  briefly,  by  the  use 
of  fumigants  and  sprays.  Of  the  fumigants,  Hydrogen  Cyanide  is  still  rated 
high  and  disinfestation  of  any  affected  house  by  same  calls  for  skill  and 
caution.  Great  strides  have  been  made  through  the  experiences  of  war  in  the 
development  and  use  of  insectiticidcs,  notably  D.D.T.  and  it  is  now  possible 
to  achieve  excellent  results  by  their  use.  The  procedure  carried  out  in  the 
Borough  is  fumigation  by  “Thcrmatox”  where  premises  can  be  vacated  and 
spraying  with  approved  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  and  Pyrethrum,  in 
other  cases. 
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GENERAL. 


1.  HOUSING: 

There  are  still  141  families  in  occupation  of  the  104  houses,  subject  to 
Clearance  and  Demolition  Orders.  It  is  to  be  appreciated  that  a number  of 
these  are  families  of  sons  and  daughters  of  the  original  tenants,  most  of  them 
being  ex-servicemen  and  women,  integral  sections  of  the  increased  marriage 
and  birth  rates,  and  affected  by  the  opportunities  of  mobility  afforded  by  the 
National  Service  Act.  All  these  houses  are  in  extensive  disrepair  and 
perished  by  age,  with  roof  timbers  so  rotted  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
render  weatherproof.  To  these  must  be  added  other  insanitary  houses,  esti- 
mated to  be  about  500,  a number  of  which  are  not  only  structurally  poor  in 
themselves  but  are  affected  by  regular  flooding  during  high  tide  and  excessive 
rain  fall. 

2.  FOOD  POISONING: 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported  in  1947. 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 

In  this  respect  five  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
investigated  as  to  the  Milk  supply.  This  service  has  been  a feature  of  the 
Department  for  some  years.  The  circumstances  of  each  case,  if  supply  of 
milk  proves  to  be  ungraded  and  raw,  are  passed  on  to  the  State  Veterinary 
Service,  and  serves  as  a link-up  in  the  examination  of  bovine  animals 
generally. 

4.  NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  AND  ADVISORY  SCHEME: 

The  Scheme  was  commenced,  as  far  as  the  Council  was  concerned,  in 
the.  closing  Quarter  of  1943,  and  continued  weekly  to  the  end  of  1947.  Its 
object  was  to  save  milk  through  souring  and  was  placed  on  a commercial 
basis,  arising  through  heavy  losses  during  the  first  years  of  the  war.  The 
Council  agreed  that  the  Department  should  give  all  assistance  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  in  this  connection,  and  during  the  period  above-mentioned 
3,740  samples  were  collected  and  delivered  to  the  Laboratory.  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  the  Council’s  promise  was  carried  out  and  an  acknowledgement 
of  the  services  given  has  been  received.  This  did  not,  in  any  way,  substitute 
the  practice  of  sampling  milk  as  to  bacteriological  standard,  pasteurisation, 
tubercle  bacilli,  etc.,  which  was  continued  as  hitherto. 

3.  SPECIAL  FEATURES: 

(a)  Evacuation : The  Council  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  local 

Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  by  nominating  me  to  deal  with  general 
enquiries  regarding  available  accommodation  for  transferred  workers,  and  to 
give  all  other  possible  assistance  (Ministry  of  Health  Circular  42/47). 

(b)  Slaughterhouse : The  policy  of  the  Committee  to  carry  out  pro- 
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gressively  alterations  and  improvements  in  buildings  and  facilities  at  the 
slaughterhouse  was  brought  forward  somewhat  during  the  year.  Slaughtering 
in  its  intensity  was  maintained,  52,769  animals  were  killed  and  more  cattle 
and  less  cows  than  in  1946,  were  handled,  with  a corresponding  reduction 
in  the  number  of  such  carcases  condemned.  The  importance  of  examining 
carcases  of  bacon  pigs  for  self-consumers  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  it 
was  necessary  to  advise  the  destruction  of  one  tubercular  carcase. 

(c)  Extreme  Cold  and  Hot  Weather:  The  year  opened  with  a period 
of  extremely  cold  weather  and  followed  by  a long  dry  and  hot  summer. 
During  the  freezing  hundreds  of  water-pipes  of  all  descriptions  burst,  and  two 
months  had  elapsed  before  all  the  defects  were  made  good.  An  examination 
of  the  paragraphs  on  Milk  supply  will  indicate  the  effect  the  weather  has 
upon  it.  The  continued  hot  weather  also  brought  its,  troubles,  general 
cleansing  and  disinfecting  was  resorted  to,  refuse  collection  had  to  be  given 
special  attention,  refuse  tips  were  disinfested,  pools  became  stagnant  and 
bathing  was  prohibited.  Quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  rendered  unsound 
through  the  absence  of  proper  means  of  vehicles  for  its  transport  in  such  hot 
weather. 

(d)  Building  Repairs  and  Maintenance:  This  was  a matter  which 

caused  a great  deal  of  concern  and  dissatisfaction  to  Local  Authorities  who 
felt  that  they  were  being  unjustly  criticised  in  dealing  with  licences  covering 
work  costing  hundreds  of  pounds,  whilst  Government  Departments  were 
concerned  with  those  costing  thousands.  The  patience  of  householders  was 
remarkable  and  whatever  effect  control  has  on  the  house-building  programme 
some  increase  in  the  amount  of  labour  and  materials  available  for  essential 
repairs  and  maintenance  should  be  allowed. 

(e)  Rodent  Control:  This  service  was  maintained  fully  and  advantage 
was  taken  of  N.S.  12,  which  enabled  a survey  of  the  Borough  to  be  made  and 
a free  treatment  of  all  infested  dwellinghouses. 

(f)  Housing:  Progress  was  made  in  the  erection  of  houses,  10  perma- 
nent prefabricated  dwellings  and  88  of  the  traditional  type  being  completed. 
The  Department  investigated  some  hundreds  of  applications  on  behalf  of  the 
House-Sub-letting  Committee  and  I attended  all  its  Meetings. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  and  Officials 
of  the  Corporation  for  their  help  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EVAN  THOMAS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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